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Leader Background Information 
Kentucky Baptists observe the Season of Prayer for State Missions in September. The suggested date is 

September 7-14, 2014. The theme, Power to Serve, is based on Jesus’ words to the His followers before He 

ascended into heaven. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 HCSB). 

This study focuses on the ministry of college students through Experience 1:8 and Baptist Campus Ministry 

(BCM).  More information about this ministry can be found in the Power to Serve Master Article included with 

the other state missions materials. A video about the Experience 1:8 is found on the 2014 Power to Serve DVD.  

This study may be used in place of a regular session of Acteens, Challengers, or Youth on Mission or with any 

group of students. You may choose to set aside a special time for this study during the Season of Prayer for 

State Missions 

 

Before the Lesson 

 Read the 2014 Power to Serve Master Article, 

especially focusing on Day 1, Experience 1:8. 

 Using the Power to Serve DVD that was sent to pastors 

and WMU directors, preview the video on Experience 

1:8 and prepare to show the video during the lesson. 

(This video is also available online at 

www.kywmu.org/ebo.) 

 Visit the website www.kybcm.org to learn more about 

Experience 1:8 and the work of Baptist Campus 

Ministry (BCM) in Kentucky.  

 Have a CD player or other music player available to 

have music playing as students arrive.  

 Have copies of the 2014 Power to Serve Prayer Guide 

available. Consider enlisting a student to lead the 

closing prayer time. 

 Obtain Eliza Broadus Offering (EBO) envelopes for 

students. 

 Consider inviting someone who has participated on an 

Experience 1:8 team to speak to your students about the 

experience.  Or invite a campus missionary or a college 

student who participates in BCM to tell about BCM and 

how BCM helps students to grow in their faith while 

attending college. (www.kybcm.org) 

 

  

2014 State Missions Emphasis Highlights 
Suggested Date:  September 7-14, 2014 

Suggested Scripture:  Acts 1:4-11 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come on you, and you will be My witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samara, and to the 
ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 HCSB) 

Master Article (print from DVD) – information 
about eight ministries in Kentucky. 

Media Options (Use one  each Sunday in 
September and/or for mission study): 

 Experience 1:8 (video) 

 Affinity Evangelism (video) 

 Haven of Rest Family Ministry (video) 

 Crossroads Community Baptist Church (video) 

 LoveLoud Christmas Backpacks (video) 

 Mississippi River Ministry (video) 

 Freeda Harris Baptist Center (video) 

 Intentional Innovative Community Evangelism 

(PowerPoint) 

 The Lord’s Café and Crossroads Community 

Baptist Church (PowerPoint & Script) 

All 2014 state missions materials and videos 

are also available online: www.kywmu.org/ebo 



During the lesson 

 As students arrive have music playing. Greet students and let them chat as others arrive or listen to the 

music. When it is time to begin the lesson welcome them and let them know that in this lesson they will be 

learning about the Eliza Broadus Offering for State Missions. While talking, disconnect the power source to 

the music player. (Depending on the device you are using this may be pulling the plug from the wall or the 

speakers. Make sure you are doing this in a way that is not going to harm the device.) 

 

 Ask: “Why did the music stop?” (because the source of power had been removed). Say: “The theme for the 

Eliza Broadus Offering is ‘Power to Serve’ and in the lesson today we are going to talk about the power we 

receive from God to serve Him as Christians.” 

 

 Talk with students about sources of power, such as electricity. Ask them what forms of power are there in 

the world today? Some of the students may want to give silly answers. Do not let this discussion drag on too 

long.  

 

 Tell the students that the world that we live in today is dependent on some form of power for many things 

that we do every day. We need electricity to light our homes, charge cell phones and cook food. We need 

other forms of power, such as gas to drive our cars. But the Bible talks about another form of power that we 

all receive when we become Christians. Ask the students if they know what this power is?  It is the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

 Read (or ask for a volunteer to read) Acts 1:8. 

 

 Explain to the students that as Christians we all have the Holy Spirit in our lives. Just as we see in Acts 1:8 

that God gave the disciples power to serve Him in Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth, as 

Christians we are all missionaries who have power through the Holy Spirit to serve Him wherever we are. 

God calls all Christians to serve Him and to tell others about Christ. Sometimes we may be afraid to tell a 

friend about Christ or to go on a mission trip, but we know we have the power of the Holy Spirit in our 

lives. God expects all of us to be serving Him, and because we have this power to serve, we don’t have to be 

afraid.  

 

 Explain that money from the Eliza Broadus Offering for State Missions stays right here in Kentucky and 

supports ministries in our state. However, even though the money stays here and is not used on ministries in 

other areas of the country and world as with the Annie Armstrong and Lottie Moon offerings, the impact of 

Kentucky ministries sometimes spreads to the ends of the earth. An example of this is Experience 1:8. 

Through Experience 1:8, college students serve on teams that minister in Kentucky and other places. Those 

selected for the teams are college students who participate in Baptist Campus Ministry (BCM) on their 

college campus and apply to be on a team for the summer. Through a selection process, students are chosen 

to be part teams that serve in Kentucky for part of the summer and then go to serve in another state or 

internationally for the second part of the summer.  

 

 Play the video about Experience 1:8.  

 

 After the video ask these questions:  

1. How are these teams following the formula for missions given in Acts1:8?  (Help the students see 

that they are doing this by going first to local areas and serving God where they are at, then 

throughout the state and then the ends of the earth.)  

2. Did they see any examples of God giving these students power to serve Him?  

3. What kind of preparations did the students have to go through to be ready for serving on a 1:8 

Leadership Team? 

4. What kind of impact are these teams making in our state and world?   



 

 Explain that the all of these Experience 1:8 team members have the Holy Spirit in their lives and this has 

given them the power to serve. Share that “Power to Serve” was chosen for the 2014 state missions 

emphasis because as Christians we all have the power to serve God and recognize that the Holy Spirit is the 

source of the power for serving.  (If you have enlisted a prior year Experience 1:8 team member or someone 

from Baptist Campus Ministry to speak, have the speaker share about his/her experiences.) 

 

 Remind students that God may call us to serve Him in many ways.  As these students graduate from high 

school and go on to college, let them know that BCM is available on college campuses throughout our state. 

If you know of specific colleges your students are planning to attend, you may want to mention what you 

learned about BCM on that campus by visiting the kybcm.org website.  Encourage students to get involved 

in a BCM as they go off to college. God may be calling them to serve on an Experience 1:8 team or through 

other ministries sponsored by Baptist Campus Ministry.  

 

Closing Prayer Time 
Share these specific prayer requests for the Experience 1:8 teams:  

1. Because BCM students apply to serve on Experience 1:8 teams in the fall, pray for the students who will 

be applying that God will direct this process and give students the power to serve Him. 

2. Pray for the leaders who will be selecting team members and training them to serve.  

3. Pray for safety of the teams as they travel and share Christ. 

 

Pray for other ministries that are supported by the Eliza Broadus Offering. Distribute copies of the 2014 Power 

to Serve Prayer Guide and EBO envelopes.  (If your church uses these as a bulletin insert or distributes them in 

some other way, let the students know they have already or will be receiving these.) Review the prayer guide 

together and encourage students to give to the offering. Ask students to use the prayer guide at home and pray 

for one ministry each day throughout the week.  

 

 

About the lesson writer: Maryann Lee is the Youth/College 

consultant for Kentucky WMU. 
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