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Leader Background Information 

Kentucky Baptists observe the Season of Prayer for State Missions in September. The suggested date is 

September 7-14, 2014. The theme, Power to Serve, is based on Jesus’ words to the His followers before He 

ascended into heaven. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 HCSB). 

 

Throughout the state of Kentucky, there are thousands of people who do not believe in Jesus.  They do not even 

know that God loves them.  Many of them will never come to a church to hear the Good News.  The Good 

News must be taken to them through creative and compassionate means.  Van and Marjorie Yandell are doing 

just that through Intentional Innovative Community Evangelism (IICE) Ministries.  This study will focus on the 

ministries of IICE and how the Yandells are sharing the Gospel during their retirement years.  

More information about this ministry can be found in this study and in the Master Article which is included 

with the other state missions materials. A PowerPoint 

presentation and brochure about IICE Ministries is also 

available as a part of the bonus materials on the 2014 

Power to Serve DVD.  

 

Teaching Options 
This study can be used instead of one of the sessions in the 

GA, RA, Children in Action, or other children’s ministry 

lesson plans in September. You may also choose to set 

aside a special time for this study during the Season of 

Prayer.  Please make additional copies of this material as 

needed. 

 

Session Outcomes 
Through this study children will: 

 Learn about Van and Marjorie Yandell’s response when 

God called them to reach the lost. 

 Discover the different activities and avenues the 

Yandell’s use to share the Gospel in western Kentucky. 

 Be challenged to do missions in their own community. 

 Be encouraged to support missions by giving to the 

Eliza Broadus Offering. 

 Be led to pray for the Yandell’s and Intentional 

Innovative Community Ministry.  

2014 State Missions Emphasis Highlights 
Suggested Date:  September 7-14, 2014 

Suggested Scripture:  Acts 1:4-11 
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come on you, and you will be My witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samara, and to the 
ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8 HCSB) 

Master Article (print from DVD) – information 
about eight ministries in Kentucky. 

Media Options (Use one  each Sunday in 
September and/or for mission study): 

 Experience 1:8 (video) 

 Affinity Evangelism (video) 

 Haven of Rest Family Ministry (video) 

 Crossroads Community Baptist Church 

(video) 

 LoveLoud Christmas Backpacks (video) 

 Mississippi River Ministry (video) 

 Freeda Harris Baptist Center (video) 

 Intentional Innovative Community Evangelism 

(PowerPoint) 

 The Lord’s Café and Crossroads Community 

Baptist Church (PowerPoint & Script) 

All 2014 state missions materials and videos 

are also available online: www.kywmu.org/ebo 



Teacher Preparation 
The following preparation steps include references to items that should be printed. These items are included on the 2014 Power to 

Serve State Missions DVD in the Bonus Files Folder under Teaching Plans.  There is a folder marked Children with all of the needed 

files. These materials are also available online: www.kywmu.org/ebo. 

 

1. Interview with the Yandells 

a. Make copies of the skit for your volunteers. 

b. Recruit three adults or teenagers to play the 

parts of Robbie/Rachel Reporter, Van 

Yandell, and Marjorie Yandell.  Give them 

copies of the skit ahead of time so they can 

practice.  If you have older children in your 

class who read well, you may want to recruit 

volunteers from your class to do this. 

2. Tire Roll Relay 

a. Get two used motorcycle or car tires from a 

local dealer.  

b. These tires will be very dirty.  You can clean 

them before using them or use a substitute.  A 

good substitute might be an inflatable inner 

tube or a hula hoop. 

c. Get two cones or similar type markers. 

d. Get tape, chalk, or some other means of 

marking the starting line. 

e. Before class time starts, set up the relay area, 

marking the starting lines and placing the 

cones an appropriate distance from the start. 

3. No-Sew Fleece Scarves 

a. Print out several copies of the No-Sew Fleece 

Scarves instruction sheet. 

b. Purchase “no-sew” fleece from a local fabric 

store.  If you have crafters in your church, 

they may have pieces of unused fleece that 

they would be willing to donate to this 

mission project. 

c. Cut the fleece so that each student will have 

two 14-by-72 inch pieces of fabric. 

d. Have enough scissors for each child to have a 

pair.  Also have a ruler available for each 

child to use. 

e. Locate a local homeless shelter/ministry and 

ask them if they would be willing to distribute 

the scarves that your children make.  If you 

are having trouble locating a place that can 

use them, ask your WMU director and/or 

pastor for help. 

4. Snack Time 

a. Make enough popcorn for each child to have 

a small bowl full. 

5. Bean Bag Toss Game Station 

a. If you do not have a bean bag toss (corn toss) 

game, try to borrow one from a friend or 

neighbor. Many churches have these as a part 

of their recreation supplies. 

b. Bring the game to church and set it up before 

class starts. 

6. Bean Bag Toss Coin Bank 

a. Make enough copies of the Bean Bag Toss  

Coin Bank Instructions for each student to 

have one. 

b. Make a copy of the Bean Bag Toss Coin Bank 

Assembly Pictures for reference. 

c. Provide markers, crayons, colored pencils, or 

stickers for children to use to decorate their 

banks. 

d. Have enough scissors for each child to have a 

pair. 

7. Teaching Pictures 

a. Print out a copy of each teaching picture. 

 

 
  

Items on the 2014 Power to Serve DVD or online for teaching children: 

 Leader’s Guide for Children 

 Bean Bag Toss Coin Bank Instructions 

 Bean Bag Toss Coin Bank Assembly Pictures 

 Interview with the Yandell’s 

 No Sew Fleece Scarves Instructions 

 Teaching Pictures (1-8) 

 
Additional material: There is also a PowerPoint and a brochure about IICE on the DVD. 

www.kywmu.org/ebo


Leading the Session 

Opening 
If you are substituting this lesson plan for one of the sessions from your GA, RA, or Children in Action leader 

guide be sure to begin your time with the children just like you would begin a regular session. Say your group’s 

respective pledges, mottos, and memory verses, as well as an opening prayer. 

 

Inform the children that this session is unique because it is a part of the Season of Prayer for State Missions and 

the Eliza Broadus Offering.  For more basic information about the Season of Prayer and EBO, please refer to 

the church-wide promotion guide in the state mission materials. 

 

[Show Teaching Picture #1]  Tell the children that during this lesson they will learn about Van and Marjorie 

Yandell and IICE Ministries.  IICE stands for Intentional Innovative Community Evangelism.  Through IICE, 

the Yandells share the Gospel with people in their community. 

 

 

Interview with the Yandells 

Say to the children: We can learn a lot from the Yandells about using different means to share the Gospel.  As 

you listen to Robbie (or Rachel) reporter interview the Yandells, make note of the different ministries that they 

use to tell people about Jesus. 

 

Have your volunteers present the interview.  When they are finished ask the children to name some of the 

different activities/ministries that the Yandells use to share their faith.  As they name the different 

activities/ministries, show the corresponding teaching picture from the following list: 

 Teaching Picture #2 – Preaching at Kidd Fest 

 Teaching Picture #3 – Marjorie Yandell portraying Hannah 

 Teaching Picture #4 – Witnessing Training 

 Teaching Picture #5 – Preaching at River City Mission 

 Teaching Picture #6 – West Kentucky Kingdom Riders 

 Teaching Picture #7 – Fair Games 

 Teaching Picture #8 – Distributing Bibles and literature 

 

After they have finished answering, open your Bible to Acts 1:8 and read, “But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the ends of the earth.” 

 

Say: Through the power of God, Van and Marjorie Yandell are being Christ’s witnesses in many different 

places, in many different ways.  Let’s continue learning about the different ways the Yandells share the Good 

News. 

 

 

Tire Roll Relay 
Take the children outside or to a large room/gym.  Set up and hold a “Tire Roll Relay” using the instructions 

that follow: 

1. Divide the group into two equal teams 

2. Create a start line using chalk, tape, chairs, or another object 

3. Place two cones a reasonable distance from the start line (one cone per team) 

4. The object is for the players to roll the “tire” to the other side, around the cone, and back to the start line 

before handing it off to the next player 

5. The first team to complete the relay wins 

 



Say to the children: Now imagine that we have many motorcycles, instead of these two “tires.”  And there are 

people on all the motorcycles riding together through the country side on their way to a state park, historic site, 

or restaurant. This is called a “motorcycle ride.” [Show Teaching Picture #6] 

 

Tell how the Yandells have stared a motorcycle riding group called the West Kentucky Kingdom Riders.  Talk 

about how they plan motorcycle rides that have had as many as 37 people in attendance.   

Say: Along with the ride, they will do a mission project, like collecting items for needy people in a nearby 

county.  People who don’t go to church will often ride with them, giving the Yandells and the other Christians 

an opportunity to share their faith in Jesus. 

 

Say to the children: You may not ride a motorcycle, but would riding bicycles with a friend be a good time to 

talk about Jesus? Talk with the children about how doing fun activities with friends can be a good time to tell 

their friends about Jesus.  

 

Return to your main classroom after doing this activity. 

 

 

No-Sew Fleece Scarves Missions Project 

Have the children sit at tables.  Remind them that the Yandells mentioned in the interview that they help at a 

homeless ministry.  

 

Say: Van and Marjorie use to run a support ministry for homeless people at River City Mission in Paducah.  

Shirley Barlow is now in charge of that ministry, but the Yandells go on the first Tuesday of each month to lead 

a worship service.  At a recent service, they shared the Good News and 9 people were saved and 10 others 

rededicated their lives to Christ. [Show Teaching Picture #5] 

 

Talk with the children about some of the needs that homeless people have.  Remind them that the weather is 

starting to get colder and staying warm is a big concern for homeless people.  Distribute to the children the 

fleece and scissors.  Tell them that they will be making “No-Sew” fleece scarves for homeless people in your 

own community.  Lead them through the process of making the scarves using the “No-Sew Fleece Scarves” 

instruction page.  Share with them the arrangements you have made for the scarves to be given to the homeless 

in your community.  

 

Say: These scarves will help the volunteers at the shelter/ministry be able to tell the homeless that God loves 

them.  It will also give them an opportunity to tell the Good News about Jesus.   

 

Have the children help clean up before snack time. 

 

 

Snack Time 

Give each child a bowl of popcorn.  Ask: Where are some places that you would typically eat popcorn.  (They 

might name places like home, the movies, a ballgame, the circus, or a block party.)   

If they don’t mention block parties, remind the children that popcorn can be found at a block party or street 

festival.  Encourage them to talk about other activities/games that they might do at a block party. 

 

 

Bean Bag Toss Game Station  
Have the children move to the area where you have set up a bean bag toss game.  Give each student a chance to 

toss the bean bags into the hole in the board.   

 



[Also show Teaching Picture #7]  Say: In the interview, Van Yandell shared how he likes to make wooden fair 

games to be used by churches at block parties and street fairs.  One of the games he makes is a bean bag toss 

game, probably a lot like this one.  

 

Tell about how Van took fair games to the 2013 “Kidd Fest” in Muhlenberg County where he also preached to 

the people.  At that event, 108 people gave their lives to Christ.   

 

Say: Van wants people to know that Jesus Christ, the Redeemer and Re-builder, can re-build their lives and 

give them hope. 

 

 

Bean Bag Toss Coin Bank 

Have the students move back to the tables.  Give each one a “Bean Bag Toss Coin Bank” sheet.  Have them 

follow the instructions on the sheet to decorate, cut out, and assemble to coin bank. 

 

[Show Teaching Picture #8]  Say: Each year the Yandells distribute over $1000 worth of Bibles to people at the 

homeless shelter, motorcycle rides, street fairs, block parties, and everywhere they go.  We are going to use 

these banks to collect coins for the Eliza Broadus Offering for State Missions. 

 

Tell how the money they collect will be used to help the Yandells and other Kentucky missionaries tell people 

the Good News about Jesus. 

 

 

Prayer Time and Closing 
Ask the children if they have any questions about what they have learned.  Clarify the information for them if 

necessary.  Tell them that another way we can support Van and Marjorie Yandell and IICE is by praying for 

them. 

 

Here are some ways they can pray for the Van and Marjorie Yandell: 

1. Ask God to provide for the financial needs of IICE 

2. Ask God to show the Yandells the opportunities where IICE should be at work this year 

3. Ask God to bless Van and Marjorie with good health and the energy to continue the work 

4. Ask God for people to be changed because they met Jesus through the witness of IICE 

 

Close the class time in prayer.  As you pray, model for the children how you would pray for the Yandells and 

state missions. 

About the lesson writer: Jon is the Royal Ambassadors/Challengers 

consultant for Kentucky WMU.  

 

Kentucky WMU, PO Box 436569, Louisville, KY  40253-6569 

502-489-3534 or 866-489-3534 – www.kywmu.org/ebo 


