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Jesus once asked, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” (Luke 18:8). To 

ensure the answer to that question, before his ascension, Jesus expressed his desire for every 

disciple. We find that desire stated explicitly in Acts 1:8. If you are a disciple, what is God’s 

desire for your life that will ensure the Son of Man finds faith on earth when he comes? 

 

First, God desires for you to receive power. As v8 begins, Jesus states, “But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit comes on you.”  

 

The verse begins with the Greek word alla, a word of contrast, translated in most English Bibles 

as “but.” Jesus uses this word to contrast what he has to say next with what he has just said. For 

example, I might say, “It’s been a hot summer but fall is coming.” With the resurrected Lord 

standing once again in their midst, the disciples are dreaming about what great thing will happen 

next. They ask Jesus in v6, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

Jesus tells them in v7 that the timing for such things as earthly kingdoms is only for the Father to 

know but…. What he says next is not about an earthly kingdom but it is about a kingdom, the 

Kingdom of God.  

 

It is the Kingdom that Jesus told the Pharisees about in Luke 17:21. They had asked the same 

question his disciples now were asking. Jesus replied to Pharisees, “The kingdom of God does 

not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because 

the kingdom of God is within you.” Jesus is now saying to his disciples, in essence, “Don’t 

worry so much about the rise and fall of earthly kingdoms; instead, do your best to establish the 

Kingdom of God.” 

 

How do we establish the Kingdom of God?  First, Jesus says, “you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you.” Power is needed to establish any kingdom.  

 

In his book The Next 100 Years, George Friedman forecasts the rise and fall of nations—

kingdoms—over the next century. He argues, to the surprise of many, that the 21
st
 century 

belongs to the US. He defends that bold statement by pointing out that the US has, by far, the 

world’s largest navy and that navy patrols and controls oceans of the world. The US also has the 

world’s largest economy, by far, and secondary economies, like China and Japan, are all heavily 

dependent upon trade with the US. The power of wealth and power over the oceans means that, 

at least in the opinion of Friedman, America will remain firmly established as the most powerful 

kingdom in the world for at least another hundred years. Who knows if he is right about that but 

he is right about any kingdom being contingent upon power.  

 



For the disciples listening to the resurrected Lord in Jerusalem, the power they needed to 

establish God’s kingdom was being promised. Jesus pledges, “You will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you.” He speaks in the future tense, “you will receive.” Note that Jesus also 

employs the indicative mood. In the Greek language, the indicative mood is a way of expressing 

something which is actual as opposed to something which is possible. Therefore, Jesus isn’t 

saying that when the Holy Spirit comes upon a believer he or she might have the power they 

need to establish God’s Kingdom by way of their witness. To the contrary, the Spirit of God 

means we, in actuality, have all the power we need.  

 

Moreover, living in the age after the Spirit’s coming at Pentecost, we don’t anticipate some 

future day actually receiving this power. We are assured that receive the Spirit’s power at the 

moment we are spiritually born again.  

 

Jesus told Nicodemus to enter the Kingdom of God he “must be born again…born of the Spirit.” 

How does that work? When you become convinced that Jesus is who the Bible says he is, that he 

is God’s son and the savior of the world, that is evidence God’s Holy Spirit is working in your 

life convincing you of what is true. When you recognize you have sinned and you feel the weight 

of your sin that, too, is God’s Holy Spirit working in your life, convicting you of sin. When you 

are ready to turn your life over to Jesus as Lord and trust in his death on the cross and his 

resurrection as your pathway to forgiveness that is also God’s Holy Spirit working in your life, 

converting you into a child of the living God. Your conversion is evidence of God’s Holy Spirit 

coming to live within you and conveying to you the gift of eternal life.  

 

First and foremost, God’s desire for your life is that you become convinced of the truth about 

Jesus, convicted of your sin and your need for Jesus to save you from your sin, converted into a 

child of God, in whom the Spirit of God lives and to whom the Spirit conveys the gift of eternal 

life. The Holy Spirit is not a second blessing evidenced by you falling backward at an altar or 

sounds falling off your tongue that no one understands. The Holy Spirit is the presence and 

power of God in the life of every adopted child of God. If you don’t have that presence and 

power, put your trust in Jesus and receive Him. This is God’s desire for your life.  

 

God’s second desire for your life is that you would reveal Jesus. Jesus says, “But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you will be my witnesses.” 

Once again employing the future indicative, Jesus states that upon receiving the Spirit’s power 

“you will be” his witness. Receiving the Spirit’s power doesn’t simply create the possibility for 

us to be witnesses; we, in actuality, become witnesses.  

 

The question is, what kind of witness will we be? Will we be a silent witness or shouting 

witness? Will we be an ambitious witness or an anemic witness? Will be a passionate or a poor 

witness? What kind of witness will you be? 

 

The word Jesus uses for “witness” leaves little doubt as to the kind of witness God desires us to 

be. It is the word martures, from which we get our English word “martyr.”  Webster’s dictionary 

defines a martyr as “someone who suffers death rather than renounce his faith.” A martyr is one 

who surrenders his or her life.  



To be a witness for Jesus does not mean that you have to physically die, although for many that 

is what is required. But being a witness for all of us means we must surrender our lives. We 

surrender our lives to Jesus and we bear testimony of him with our lives. 

 

One of the most effective ways we can come to appreciate the seriousness of God’s call to be a 

witness is to remain aware of the reality of persecution and martyrdom. Many Christians in our 

world today are dying for their witness. Recently, thousands have been kidnapped and 

slaughtered by Muslims in Nigeria. Thousands more have had their homes burned by Hindus in 

India. And tens of thousands have been imprisoned for years by Communists in China.  

 

While we may not be called upon to endure that kind of persecution or to die for Christ, every 

Christian in our world today is called upon to live for Christ. In his book, The Insanity of God, 

Nik Ripken recounts an interview he conducted with a man whose family had suffered torture, 

starvation, and captivity because they were Christians. Ripken writes, “I cannot forget the words 

of my friend, Stoyan . . . ‘I took great joy that I was suffering in my country so that you could be 

free to witness in your country.’ And then he raised his voice to say: ‘Don't you ever give up in 

freedom what we would never give up in persecution! That is our witness to the power of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ!’” 

 

Our lives and our words are to be a testimony of his power to save.  Don’t give that up! Jesus 

died to win a victory. And in his victory over hell and the grave there is a victory for every man 

and woman and boy and girl who hears about Jesus and puts their trust in him. Ours is the 

privilege of telling them about Jesus. As we do, we carry God’s desire for our lives. 

  

Here is God’s third desire for your life: Reach the nations--“But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

 

If you know much about the history of WWII, then you know that the war was being fought long 

before the US got its military involved. But to say that the US only got involved after Pearl 

Harbor is inaccurate. We were involved way before then, hoping to dictate the outcome of the 

war without a military campaign. One of our strategies was to halt Japanese expansion by cutting 

off the sale of oil and steel to Japan, oil and steel Japan desperately needed in order to supply its 

war machine in the effort to conquer China. The result of the embargo was Japan’s bombing of 

the US Navy fleet. After that, and after Germany’s defeat of France and near defeat of England, 

the US was fighting a war across both oceans and working hard at home to provide the men and 

supplies needed to win the war. We were at war all over the place.  

 

The same can be said of Jesus’ strategy to defeat Satan and save men and women and boys and 

girls from hell and for heaven. Spiritually speaking, we are to be at war all over the place. 

 

Jerusalem represents your city. Judea represents your state. Samaria represents your country. 

And the ends of the earth represents your planet. God’s desire is for you to be a spiritual warrior 

by being a witness for Jesus all over the place. We have been drafted. Don’t dodge the draft! 

 



I once saw an episode of Dateline reporting on the story of a man dangling from the side of a 

bridge threatening to jump. A local reporter happened by, took out his video camera, and began 

filming. Dozens of onlookers gathered, as did a host of fire trucks, police cars, and emergency 

workers. What happened was amazing. After several minutes of negotiations with police and 

firefighters, the man jumped. But as soon as he hit the water, he swam to the surface and began 

to struggle to keep his head above water. The officials threw a life-ring, but the man could not 

reach it. After that, the officials seemed to do nothing at all. No boat. No helicopter. No one dove 

in. Nothing. They just stood and watched. It soon became apparent that the man would not be 

able to save himself. At that point, an onlooker jumped into the water and began to swim out to 

the man but by the time he got there, the man had gone down. Swimming to the bottom of the 

river, the hero found the man, brought him to the surface, and dragged him all the way to the 

shoreline. The crowd of onlookers erupted in applause not realizing that what the hero had 

rescued was a corpse. The man who jumped had drown.  

 

The Bible teaches us that every person is in the condition as the drowning man. They have 

willingly plunged themselves into lostness by their sin. They don’t have the ability to save 

themselves. But God has called and equipped a mighty army of rescue workers. Most stand on 

the safety of the bridge and toss in an occasional life-ring. Few are the men and women willing 

to dive into the rushing waters. Few are the churches so consumed with this task that they are 

willing to leave the safety of the shoreline and pursue lost people. Yet this is God’s desire.  

 

Are you ready? 
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