
 

 
 
Welcome Teams 
 
Global strife and 

suffering have brought 

many unreached people to the United States and 

specifically to Kentucky. In Louisville alone there 

are 120 nationalities speaking over 100 different 

languages. This presents a massive opportunity to 

share the gospel with those who have fled violence 

and persecution to seek a safer, better life. They 

come to build a life free of fear and to become 

contributing members of society. 

Welcome Teams represent a joint effort between 

Refuge Louisville and area resettlement agencies. 

Refuge hopes to see more refugees benefit from 

having special care upon their initial arrival and first 

few months of resettlement. By working with 

resettlement agencies, Refuge has found this allows 

Christians to be the first people a refugee meets 

upon their arrival to America. By helping with 

arrival needs, members of the Welcome Team get 

an open invitation into the refugee’s world and 

relationships are formed early. Above all, Welcome 

Teams are able to love people like Jesus. 

Refuge Louisville exists to empower churches 

to serve refugees. Their vision is to see the local 

church touch lives, 

transform 

communities, and 

end the cycle of 

suffering among 

refugees. Your 

church can form a 

Welcome Team and Refuge will gladly help you get 

started by providing training on how to set up a 

team. 

Welcome Teams do a variety of things to assist 

refugee families. They set up the apartment of the 

incoming family (using donations from the 

resettlement agency as well as items the church can 

provide). The teams purchases groceries and 

prepares a welcome basket for each family before 

they arrive. Then the team meets the refugee family 

at the airport and assists with transportation. During 

the first few weeks, the team provides as much 

transportation as possible and shares time with the 

family for their first three months in country. At the 

end of three months, teams throw a Milestone Party 

to celebrate with the family that 

they made it through their first 

days in America. 

John Barnett, executive 

director of Refuge Louisville, 

says, “Look across the global landscape and it is 

clear that God is working mightily through global 

migration. Many of those who 

have come to the United States 

come from countries with no 

access to the gospel. Acts 17:24-27 reveals that 

God’s sovereign hand is behind the movements of 

humanity and we need to realize that He is at work. 

God is placing the nations at our doorstep. Since 

Jesus instructs us to make disciples of all nations 

(Matthew 28:19), we can easily get involved in His 

mission to the nations at home.”  

Through the Acts 17 Initiative, Refuge is 

seeking to collaborate with others to effectively 

ministry to people from the nations that are now our 

neighbors. One of these collaboration efforts is with 

the Kentucky Baptist Convention. Coy Webb, 

Disaster Relief Director, is also helping to lead 

coordinate refugee ministries. “We are seeking to 

partner with local churches, ministries, and 

associations in reaching refugees,” said Webb. “We 

are working through Louisville Regional Baptist 

Association and Refuge Louisville to connect 

churches in Louisville area. We are also working 

currently to develop a strategy in Owensboro 

through Bellevue Baptist Church, Owensboro FBC, 

and several other churches partnering together.”   

Webb is also excited about the upcoming 

Community Mapping and Engagement Workshop 

to be held November 30-December 1, 2017. “We 

have invited Terry Sharp, Director and Lead 

Strategist for State and Association Relations and 

Urban Mobilization Strategies with the International 

Mission Board, to come to KBC to lead a two-day 

workshop to help churches learn about the 

internationals in their communities and how they 

can engage with them to share the gospel. Terry is 

an expert in understanding demographics and 

developing strategies to respond.” 

Pray for internationals who are coming to 

Kentucky. Pray for opportunities to welcome them, 

John Barnett 
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to help them get settled, to assist them in learning 

English, and to share Jesus with them.  

For more information about Welcome Team 

Ministry, contact John Barnett by email, phone, or 

text (JBarnett@refugelouisville.com or 602-654-

3385). Learn more on the web: 

refugelouisville.com. 

 For more information and to register for the 

Community Mapping and Engagement Workshop, 

go to www.kybaptist.org/ engage. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rise up and shine, for your light has come. The shining greatness of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For see, darkness will cover the earth. Much darkness will cover the people. But the Lord will rise 

upon you, and His shining greatness will be seen upon you. Nations will come to your light and 

kings will see the shining greatness of the Lord on you (Isaiah 60:1-3 NLV). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

\ 

 

 

 

Welcome Teams are an important part of 
ministry to internationals. 

Read more Kentucky missions stories in the 2017 Master Article Rise Up and Shine – kywmu.org/ebo 


