
 

 
 

Friendship International 
 

Can you imagine up-

rooting your family, selling 

almost all of your possessions, and moving nearly half-

way around the world? That was the experience of a stu-

dent from an Eastern European country that upheld athe-

istic beliefs. After winning an immigration lottery, the 

family made plans to leave their country and come to the 

USA. A previous contact with someone from western 

Kentucky made an impact on the family. Their internet 

search revealed quality schools in the Paducah area.  

After months of planning and 

paperwork, a 10-hour flight from 

Moscow to New York, renting a car 

and driving 18-hours to west 

Kentucky, the family arrived and 

settled in the area. They quickly found 

their way to Friendship International 

sponsored by West Union Baptist 

Association. 

Surprise registered on the father’s 

face as a Bible, provided by funds 

from the Eliza Broadus Offering, was 

presented to him. This Bible was in both 

his native language and English in a side-by-side format. 

Bilingual Bibles are used in the English as a Second 

Language classes at Friendship International as well as 

other textbooks provided by gifts from Kentucky 

Baptists. This family is now attending a church near 

their home as they experience their new culture.  

Friendship International in West Union Association 

was started in 1993 after Delores Spears, 

former Kentucky WMU President, had an 

inspiration after traveling back and forth 

to Louisville for Kentucky WMU Execu-

tive Board meetings with Estelle Gray. 

Estelle and her husband, the late George 

Gray, worked with Friendship 

International in Murray and led Bible 

studies for international students.  

After visiting the Murray site and 

holding ESL training for West Union 

Association churches, Friendship International was 

organized in the fall of 1993. Immanuel Baptist Church 

in Paducah is the host site.  Other Friendship 

International sites include Walnut Street Baptist Church 

in Louisville and Immanuel Baptist Church in 

Lexington. 

The West Union Friendship International meets from 

9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. on Thursdays. The ministry 

helps internationals living in the Paducah area make ad-

justments to life in America. Activities include English 

classes, Bible study, and music. New this year, a 

Wednesday night group has begun to teach English to 

those who have day jobs. 

Social activities occur several times a year. At 

Thanksgiving there is a pot-luck luncheon and all former 

students are invited to attend. Students bring a favorite 

dish from their culture. Field trips to area museums, the 

public library, and restaurants help the students learn 

more about the area and resources available to them. 

The goal of Friendship International is not only to 

teach the students and their children in childcare, but 

also to befriend them and build trust for times of need. 

Additional helps is provided regarding community 

resources such as housing, training opportunities, work 

permission cards, and citizenship information. 

Childcare workers teach English by teaching 

children the alphabet, numbers, common English 

words used in the home, zoo animals, and 

Christian children’s songs. They also read 

preschool Bible stories to the children. 

When the West Union Friendship 

International began in 1993, the majority of the students 

came from Puerto Rico and Mexico. Word spread about 

the free English classes and students from other 

countries began attending. Across the years, Friendship 

International has welcomed students from Puerto Rico, 

Mexico, Thailand, Hong Kong, France, China, Korea, 

Turkey, Slovakia, Japan, Guam, India, Syria, Vietnam, 

Russia, Brazil, Morocco, Jordan, Peru, Nigeria, 

Colombia, South Korea, Guatemala, Albania, 

Spain, and Bangladesh.  

Glenda Phillips, a retired office technology 

instructor from West Kentucky Community and 

Technical College, now serves as the director. 

There are seven teachers along with nursery 

workers and a pianist. Churches in West Union 

Association provide refreshments. One of the 

teachers, Mary Lu Moore, is a retired IMB mis-

sionary to Italy and is able to continue her min-

istry through Friendship International. 

Friendship is not only a place to learn English. It is a 

place for hope. A woman from an African country ar-

rived in the Paducah area several years ago after experi-

encing much grief in her homeland. Needing less Eng-

lish tutoring than most internationals do, this student 

needed the friendship, love, and community that Friend-

ship International provides. Having experienced the 

death of an infant and a toddler, she came to the USA 
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when her third child was four weeks old. She has fo-

cused on keeping this child in good health. While work-

ing through the steps to citizenship, she became an im-

portant part of Friendship by providing loving care to 

babies of students studying English. She is now pursuing 

a career in nursing, hoping to provide expert care for 

newborns. She and her child are now active at Immanuel 

Baptist Church in Paducah, participating in Bible study, 

worship, music, and children’s programs. 

The Eliza Broadus Offering provides grants each 

year to all of the Friendship International ministries in 

Kentucky. Many of the international participants 

continue to stay in contact with family members in their 

home countries. Friendship International helps Kentucky 

Baptists reach Kentucky and the world for Christ as 

students who come to faith share Jesus with family and 

friends in their countries of origin.  

Pray for Friendship International ministries in 

Paducah, Louisville, and Lexington. Pray for other 

Friendship International ministries to be started. Pray for 

those who teach English as a Second Language, Bible, 

crafts, citizenship, and other classes for internationals. 

Pray that the gospel will be shared and understood by in-

ternationals who participate in this ministry.  

 

For more information about Friendship International, 

please contact: 

• Paducah: Glenda Phillips, 

gphillips426@gmail.com 

• Louisville: Donna Martin, 

dsmartin57@yahoo.com 

• Lexington: Karen Crawford, 

karenpc@ibclex.com 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Rise up and shine, for your light has come. The shining greatness of the Lord has risen upon you. For see, 

darkness will cover the earth. Much darkness will cover the people. But the Lord will rise upon you, and His 

shining greatness will be seen upon you. Nations will come to your light and kings will see the shining greatness 

of the Lord on you (Isaiah 60:1-3 NLV). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers teach English as a Second Language 
classes at Friendship International 

Read more Kentucky missions stories in the 2017 Master Article Rise Up and Shine – kywmu.org/ebo 
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