
 

 

 
 
 
Ethnic/Language Churches and Ministries 
 
When internationals arrive 

in the United States, even if 

they speak some English, adjustment is challenging. 

They must quickly adapt to speaking a new language all 

the time except when at home with family. They must 

adjust to a culture that is different from what they have 

experienced. While they may be very glad to be in the 

USA, they may still be homesick for family, friends, and 

foods from their home country. 

This is a prime time to reach out to internationals 

with the gospel in their own language by people who 

share their culture. In Kentucky we are reaching many 

ethnic/language groups including Nepalis, Filipinos, 

Burmese, Haitians, Hispanics, Africans, Koreans, and 

Hindus.  

Eddie Torres, Language Missions 

Catalyst for the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention, is excited about new 

language work. “In Kentucky there are 

new churches for people from Nepal and 

Burma, something we have never seen in 

our state before,” he said. “In addition, 

the Nepali church is growing at a faster 

pace than the other ethnic churches. I am working with a 

new Nepali church planter in Bowling Green. After just 

four months they were having around 100 in attendance 

and the sponsoring church had to provide a bigger place 

because they were growing so fast. In just six months, 

this group was nearly self-supporting.” 

Torres asks Kentucky Baptists first to pray. “The 

need is great,” he says. “The church must pray.” 

Torres also encourages churches to reach out to their 

ethnic neighbors. “For example,” he said, “there is a 

large group of people from Bosnia living in Bowling 

Green. We need to find a pastor to minister to them. We 

need to have a called minister for language/ethnic groups 

so we can relate and reach them with the gospel.” 

When asked about churches who are reaching out to 

ethnic/language neighbors, Torres provided several 

examples. “Living Hope Baptist Church in Bowling 

Green has a number of ethnic groups within the church. 

The Global Pastor is Clay Mullins, but each of the 

various language groups are led by one of their own. 

Living Hope is not trying to assimilate these groups into 

their membership,” explains Torres, “but rather, they are 

letting them become constituted KBC affiliated churches 

that use the same building.” 

Prasad Aghamkar serves as 

the South Asian Ministry Catalyst 

at Hurstbourne Baptist Church in 

Louisville. He is originally from 

Mumbai, India where he served 

as a pastor for 14 years and 

planted three churches among the 

Hindu community.  Prasad came 

to Southern Seminary as a student 

in 2007 and has a burden for 

ministry to people from India. In 

2010 he started the first Nepali 

church in Louisville among the refugee population 

Since 2014, Prasad has been serving with 

Hurstbourne and has started a small group called 

Aashirwad Asian Fellowship for new believers and 

seekers. Aashirward means blessing in the Indian 

language. The group meets every month in the 

Fellowship Hall at Hurstbourne where people of 

different faiths, backgrounds, and nationalities come 

together to hear the gospel through music, prayer, 

testimonies, and Bible study. 

A large Indian population lives in The Hurstbourne 

Grand Apartments, located right next door to 

Hurstbourne Baptist Church. Most who live there are 

people who have come to the United States as 

professionals in their fields or for higher education. 

Indians are very fond of tea or 

“chai.” Because it is part of the 

Indian culture to have tea and 

talk, Prasad and his wife, 

Vandana, have started the first 

ever “Indian Tea Stall Project” 

for outreach and evangelism.  

The tea cart is located on 

the church parking lot from 

spring to fall every Thursday 

from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  People 

are out for their evening walk 

and when they see the cart, they 

stop because it looks very 

“Indian.” Prasad and Vandana 

offer visitors free chai and get 

to know them. Through the Tea 

Stall, they have made many new 

contacts and invited people to 

the monthly fellowship 

meetings. The feedback is so 
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positive that not only do people come back to the tea cart 

every week, but they also bring friends. On an average, 

there are 25-30 people every week who visit the tea stall. 

Prasad says, “We praise God for giving us this 

opportunity to reach out to our community in such a 

unique way. Please pray that God blesses this ethnic 

ministry and uses this project to reach out to many 

unreached people from India/Asia. Our vision is that one 

day God will open their hearts to accept Jesus and to 

receive the gift of salvation and eternal life.” 

As ethnic/language congregations are established, 

one sign of their growth is how they embrace 

involvement with the Kentucky Baptist Convention and 

their support of missions. In 2016 the Filipino 

International Baptist Church was accepted as a KBC-

affiliated church. Primera Iglesia Bautista Hispana in 

Mayfield went through the affiliation process three years 

ago and they had started supporting the Cooperative 

Program even before their affiliation with KBC. The 

Nepali Baptist Church in Bowling Green will soon start 

the affiliation process.  

Anecito C. Ricardo, Jr. is the 

pastor of the Filipino International 

Baptist Church (FIBC). He is grateful 

for the help of Eddie Torres in 

completing the application to become 

a KBC-affiliated church. It was 

exciting for the congregation to be 

invited to the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention Annual Meeting last year 

and be officially welcomed into the 

KBC. FIBC reaches Americans as well as those who are 

Filipino. The first person baptized by the congregation 

was American. The church meets at Maple Grove 

Baptist Church and on fifth Sundays, they have 

combined worship with the pastors taking turns 

preaching. 

When asked about reaching Filipinos with the 

gospel, Pastor Jun (as he is called) said, “The best thing 

an American can do to share Christ is to introduce your-

self and become friends. After you gain trust, then you 

can introduce Christ. Filipinos listen to people they trust, 

so build a relationship first. Evangelism is all about 

building relationships.” 

Pray for language/ethnic churches in Kentucky. Pray 

for leaders to start new language ministries and to start 

new churches. Pray for churches who will welcome 

these new church starts to share space and resources.  

Pray for the language churches to grow strong and to 

take a strong role in missions in Kentucky and beyond. 

Among gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

for International Missions received from Kentucky 

Baptist churches last year was an LMCO envelope con-

taining a 100 Chinese Yuan bill. A note on the envelope 

said “Chinese Yuan out of appreciation for what Lottie 

Moon has done for Chinese.” It was simply signed 

“Chinese Christians.” We do not know who sent the bill 

but a donation for its value was made to the offering and 

the bill and note are on display in the Kentucky WMU 

office.   

For more information about language missions and 

church planting, contact: Carlos De la Barra, Church 

Planting Strategist, at 502-489-3419 or 

Carlos.De.La.Barra@kybaptist.org. Learn more on the 

web: www.kybaptist.org/multi-ethnic-missions-

ministries,1676. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Rise up and shine, for your light has come. The shining greatness of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For see, darkness will cover the earth. Much darkness will cover the people. But the Lord will rise 

upon you, and His shining greatness will be seen upon you. Nations will come to your light and 

kings will see the shining greatness of the Lord on you (Isaiah 60:1-3 NLV). 
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Read more Kentucky missions stories in the 2017 Master Article Rise Up and Shine – kywmu.org/ebo 


