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International Students as Missionaries 
 

Brett Martin and 

others who work with 

international students try to stay connected with students 

as they return home. They understand the importance of 

continuing to encourage students who have come to faith 

in Christ, especially those who go back to cultures that 

are hostile to the gospel. 

Out of the desire not only to keep mentoring new 

believers, but also to equip them to be bold witnesses in 

their home countries, a new training opportunity for 

internationals has been developed called the M3 

Intensive: Missionary-Member-Mobilizer. The first 

event was held February 10-12, 2017 at Refuge 

Louisville to provide training for Christian international 

students and church leaders. The purpose was to teach 

internationals how to be a missionary when they return 

home, placing high value in their involvement within a 

local church. 

The M3 Intensive training included cross-cultural 

ministry skills, how to lead evangelistic Bible studies, 

one-to-one evangelism, as well as practical witnessing 

experience with internationals in a community highly 

populated with refugees. As a result of the training, 

attendees are challenged to connect with a local church 

to reach, teach, and serve international students, utilizing 

what they learned in the M3 Intensive experience. 

But Martin wants Kentucky Baptists to envision an 

even bigger opportunity. He asks, “What if a Christian 

international student returned home and opened the door 

for you and your church to share the gospel and even 

plant a church in an international neighborhood that you 

did not originally have access to? What if you could 

reach an international student and connect him/her with 

missionaries sent either through the International 

Mission Board or from your local church?” He said, “I 

can only imagine IMB missionary teams being 

strengthened and churches growing in their local 

missions endeavors. I can sense Christian international 

students being effective in reaching unreached people 

groups whom we will see in heaven.” 

“One day we will hear about a movement of God in 

a place that is closed to traditional missionaries that 

started because of the witness of an international student 

who came to faith in Christ while studying in 

Kentucky,” says Joy Bolton, Executive Director of 

Kentucky WMU. “This is the dream of our international 

student ministry. Kentucky Baptists want to reach 

Kentucky and the world for Christ. This is a way to do 

just that right here at home.” 

Pray for international students who have become 

Christ followers during their time of study in Kentucky. 

Pray for those who are leading discipleship with these 

students, that they will be well-grounded in the Christian 

faith before returning to their home countries. Pray for 

efforts like the M3 Intensive training to equip them to 

witness and start churches. 

For more information about the M3 Intensive 

training, contact Brett Martin at 502-489-3351 or email: 

Brett.Martin@kybaptist.org. 
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