
Lottie Moon Mission Study 
Learning About Lottie 

Lesson 1 
 

Learning Goals: Through a study of the life of Lottie Moon children will understand 
the importance of giving to missions and sharing the gospel throughout the 
world. 
 
Preparation: 

1. Prepare tea and Lottie Moon Tea Cakes. (See recipe.) Provide cups, 
napkins, and mats or rugs. (You can substitute sugar cookies for tea 
cakes.) 

2. Be prepared to show “Learning About Lottie” slide show (See kywmu.org.) 
or share “Lottie Moon Biography.” 

3. Make a copy of “Lottie Moon Three-in-a-Row” for each child. Provide 
pencils. 

4. Make a copy of “Tangram Puzzle” for each child. Provide scissors, glue, 
and colored paper. 

Group Time: 

1. As children enter, greet them with “Ni hao”[nee haow](Hello) and invite 
them to sit on the floor. Offer tea and Lottie Moon Tea Cakes. 

2. As children eat and drink, say: You may have heard of Lottie Moon. Lottie 
was a missionary to China in the late 1800s and early 1900s. She made 
friends with Chinese children by offering them her tea cakes. Then she was 
able to tell them about Jesus. This month we are going to learn about 
Lottie, China, and the purpose of missions. 

3. Give each child a copy of Lottie Moon Three-in-a-Row and a pencil. (See 
directions.)Show “Learning about Lottie” slide show or read “Lottie Moon 
Biography” from this unit.  

4. Give each child a copy of “Tangram Puzzle.” Share the information about 
tangrams and explain that kids will use the puzzle to show what you 
learned about Lottie Moon. 

5. Lead a prayer, thanking God for missionaries like Lottie Moon. 

 

 

 

 

 



Lottie Moon Tea Cake Recipe 

 

2 cups flour 

½ cup butter 

1 heaping cup of sugar 

1 egg  

1 Tbsp of cream 

 

1. Cream the butter and sugar. 
 

2. Add the well beaten egg and mix well. 
 

3. Add the flour and cream. 
 

4. Dust a board with flour. 
 

5. Roll dough very thin. 
 

6. Cut cookies with a round cookie cutter. 
 

7. Place on greased cookie sheet. 
 

8. Bake at 475º for 5 minutes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lottie Moon Biography 

(Can be used in place of “Learning about Lottie” slideshow.) 

Charlotte Diggs Moon (Lottie) was born December 12, 1840 in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. She was one of seven children.  When Lottie was 13 years old, she went 
away to boarding school. She was very fortunate to continue her education. 
Most girls in her time did not have that opportunity. 

Lottie was a mischievous girl. On April Fool’s Day, she snuck out of her room. She 
stuffed the school bell with bedsheets. The school bell was the school’s alarm 
clock. Everyone overslept that day because the bell didn’t ring! 

After high school, Lottie attended Albermarle Female Institute in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. She excelled in language study. She was not a Christian when she 
started college. She was even proud that she did not follow Jesus. She would tell 
people the “D” in her middle name stood for “Devil.”  

During a worship service at a church in Charlottesville, Lottie realized that Jesus 
wanted her to follow him. She had heard about Jesus all her life, but finally 
understood that Jesus died to be her Savior. All her friends soon noticed that 
Lottie’s life had changed. 

After college, Lottie taught school at Danville Female Academy in Kentucky 
and Cartersville Female Academy in Georgia. 

Lottie’s younger sister, Edmonia (Eddy) Moon, left in 1872 to serve as a missionary 
to China. Lottie followed Eddie to China in 1873. Lottie and Eddie were among 
the first single female missionaries to serve with the Foreign Mission Board (now 
International Mission Board). Lottie and Edmonia served in the city of Tengchow, 
now called Penglai. They visited with women in their homes to tell them about 
Jesus. They played with and taught the children. 

Lottie also served in the village of Pingtu (pind-doo) after Edmonia returned to 
the United States. At first, some of the Chinese called Lottie “Foreign Devil.” 
Lottie was able to make friends with the children by baking tea cakes or cookies 
and serving them. Then she got the nickname, “Cookie Lady.” Lottie thought the 
Chinese people would respond better to the gospel if she wore Chinese clothing 
and ate Chinese food. Lottie led in the campaign to end the practice of bound 
feet. The Chinese believed small feet made a woman more beautiful, so girls’ 
feet were bound tightly with cloth. Girls with bound feet could hardly walk, and 
infections, gangrene, and even death were common side effects of this 
practice. The custom of binding girls’ feet made it difficult for girls to attend 
school.  

 



 

Edmonia’s dream was to start a school for girls. After Edmonia left China, Lottie 
was able to start a girls’ school by offering free education. Lottie used the Bible 
to teach reading. 

Lottie wrote hundreds of letters to churches in the United States, urging Christians 
to support foreign missions. In 1888, women of the Southern Baptist Convention 
organized to form the Woman’s Missionary Union. They took their first offering at 
Christmas. They were able to raise $3,000 for international missions! 

Lottie Moon served as a missionary in China for 39 years. During that time, she 
only came back to the United States three times. In 1912, a severe famine 
spread throughout China. Lottie gave her food to the Chinese. She became so 
weak, that her missionary colleagues decided to send her back to the United 
States. While her ship was in a port in Japan, Lottie died on Christmas Eve, 
December 24, 1912.  

In 1918, the Christmas Offering was named the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Lottie Moon Three-in-a-Row  

Print in each square a different word or phrase from the list below. 
Listen to “The Real Lottie Moon Story.” As you listen to the story, mark 
an X on each word you wrote when you hear it in the story. When 
you get 3 in a row, shout, “Lottie Moon!” 

school  39 years  village  tea cakes 

China  Bible   December mischievous 

church  girls   education  Virginia 

prayer  Chinese  letters  Pacific Ocean 

 

   
   
   

Adapted from “World Ventures” (Grade 2), Woman’s Missionary Union ©1997 

 



 

Tangram Puzzle                                                               
A tangram is a Chinese puzzle. The Chinese name for the puzzle is Qi-Qiao Ban 
(chee chee-ow bahn) which means “seven clever pieces.” The traditional 
game is made of wood. A tangram has 5 triangles, one square, and one 
rhomboid. You work the puzzle by putting the pieces together to make a design. 

Cut along the lines to divide the puzzle into seven pieces. Think of a picture that 
would describe something from Lottie Moon’s life, such as a boat or church. 
Arrange your pieces on a piece of colored paper.  

Younger children: Glue the pieces onto the colored paper to create your picture. 
Write the name of your picture at the top of the page. Tell a friend something 
you learned about Lottie Moon. 

Older children: Place a rolled piece of tape under each piece. Trace the outer 
edges of the picture. Now carefully remove each piece. Write a title for your 
picture at the top of the page. Exchange pictures with a friend and challenge 
each other to use tangram pieces to reconstruct the picture.  Explain the 
meaning of your picture and how it relates to Lottie Moon’s life.  

 



 

 


