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Eliza Broadus 

She was inevitably introduced as “Dr. Broadus’ daughter.”  Yet, in spite of living in the shadow of her 

famous father, Eliza Sommerville Broadus (1851-1931), the eldest child of Dr. John Albert Broadus 

(1827-1895), was able to develop a strong personality of her own.  Though not a flamboyant person, she 

had a great influence among women in Southern Baptist life, especially in the organization of Woman’s 

Missionary Union.  Her death after being struck by a car near her home in October, 1931, removed a 

spiritual giant from the Southern Baptist Convention.  In 1975, the Woman’s Missionary Union of 

Kentucky, at the suggestion of Kathryn Jasper, Executive Director, appropriately named its annual 

offering for state missions in Miss Broadus’ honor starting in 1976. 

EARLY LIFE 

Eliza Broadus was born in Charlottesville, Virginia, where her father was pastor of the Baptist church and 

tutor in Latin and Greek at the University of Virginia.  John A. Broadus hailed from Culpepper County, 

Virginia, and was the fourth child of Edmund and Nancy Sims Broadus.  After being converted at age 

sixteen (in 1843), Broadus taught in a private school and studied intensively on his own during the years 

1844 through 1846.  In the later year, he entered the University of Virginia, earning an M.A. in 1850.  

During his student years, Broadus’ musical abilities secured him the position as director of the chapel 

choir, members of which included the family of Gessner Harrison, the distinguished professor of ancient 

languages at the University.  Broadus “fell for” Maria Harrison, the professor’s daughter, and the two 

were married on November 13, 1850.  Eliza Broadus’s background, then, was that of the Virginia 

gentility – well educated, established, cultured. 

The newlyweds “set up housekeeping” in Fluvanna County, Virginia, at Bremo, the home of General J. H. 

Cocke, a wealthy Virginia gentleman.  There, John Broadus headed a small school which included among 

its pupils the general’s sons.  He also preached occasionally in nearby country churches.  For a time, it 

seemed the Broadus’ first child would be born in Kentucky.  In February, 1851, the young scholar 

received a call to the chair of ancient languages at Georgetown College.  Although friends and family 

urged Broadus to go to Georgetown, he declined the offer, perhaps in hope that a position would open 

at his beloved alma mater, the University of Virginia – which is precisely what happened!  After declining 

other opportunities to preach and teach, John A. Broadus began his work as pastor and teacher at the 

University of Charlottesville in September, 1851.  On October 1 of that year, Eliza Broadus was born. 

The young pastor-professor was terribly devoted to his new baby.  In March, 1852, her wrote to his wife, 

“When you get ‘little precious’ off where none can see or hear, kiss her five times, and tell her ‘tis for 

father.”  Having been ill, he promised he would “spare myself the balance of the week as much as 

possible, so that when wife and baby come back they may find the husband-father blooming and 

lovable…”  He especially enjoyed reading a certain German short story “because it has Elise in it…”  The 

baby girl soon acquired the pet name, “Lida”, which she carried with her throughout her life. 
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In October, 1855, although technically retaining him as pastor, the Charlottesville church released 

Broadus from his duties for a two-year period so that he might accept a position as chaplain of the 

University.  Thus it was, as her sister, Ella Broadus (Mrs. A.T.) Robertson, wrote that “Little Eliza’s first 

memories were all of the University, of picking buttercups and daisies in the curves of the serpentine 

walls, and playing dolls with her little sister Annie H. and other faculty children.” 

The little girl soon formed a close attachment to her father.  Eliza herself wrote, 

My earliest recollection of my father is his love of music.  Riding the little ones on his foot, he 

would sing songs of Mother Goose or Robert Burns, but sometimes he would whistle instead of 

singing, and we liked that just as much.  At family prayers, he would especially like us to sing “O 

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” 

Looking back, Eliza Broadus marveled at what she called her father’s “approachableness.” 

When we moved into the parsonage at the University of Virginia for his two years’ service as 

chaplain, she wrote, Father’s study was in a separate small building in the yard.  I was only four 

years old, but would run to him for sympathy in all my childish joys and griefs. 

But John Broadus could be stern as well. 

“One day,” Miss Broadus recalled, “I ran to show him my new hoopskirt, so proud of looking like 

a lady, but he said, ‘Daughter, I will give you a gold dollar if you take that thing off.’  Flying into 

the house to remove it, and hastening back, I turned away in sorrow at hearing that he meant I 

was never to wear it.” 

Eliza’s education took place in the home, where her mother gave music lessons and conducted a small 

school. 

I sat in a high chair by the dining room table to learn to write and do my sums; and began to 

read by a plan of my Grandfather Harrison’s – new in those days – of learning words as a whole, 

without waiting to learn to spell. 

While in Charlottesville, the Broadus family, as did most well-to-do Southerners, employed a black 

woman, known as a “Mammy,” to help raise the children.  Eliza’s “Mammy” was named Martin Walker.  

Ella Robertson remembered her sister telling this story: 

A special duty of Mammy’s was taking the children to walk; but she didn’t like to walk herself, so 

she soon would begin to say “Lida, is you tired?  Annie is you tired?” – and of course they would 

soon want to go home. 

Early in 1857, another opportunity came for the Broadus’s to become Kentuckians.  The Walnut Street 

Church in Louisville was looking for an outstanding man to head its new “colony,” the Jefferson Street 

Baptist Church, and Broadus was their choice.  Even after receiving a flattering letter from two of the 
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John A. Broadus 

leading laymen of Louisville, James Edmunds and W. B. Caldwell, Broadus declined the offer, perhaps 

because of his wife’s ill health. 

Maria Harrison Broadus’ health, in fact, caused the family to spend most of the summer of 1857 in the 

Sulphur Springs area of Virginia.  In a letter dated July 28, Broadus referred to his wife’s health as 

“radically bad.”  Mrs. Broadus’ condition did improve enough for the family to undertake the move from 

the University home back to the church parsonage.  In early October, however, her health failed, and 

she died after a week’s serious illness.  Eliza’s memory of that day is preserved by Mrs. Robertson: 

Lida and Annie had been sent to a friend’s house, and in the night, two of their uncles came to 

carry them in their arms to say goodbye:  “As we stood there, Mother asked her family to sing 

‘Rock of Ages,’ and this is my last memory of her.” 

Upon the death of their mother, Eliza and Annie went to stay with their Grandmother Broadus, while 

little Maria, barely a year old, went to Grandmother Harrison’s, accompanied by the faithful Martin 

Walker.  John Broadus lived in the recently-completed parsonage of the Charlottesville Baptist Church, 

visiting his children once or twice a week.  The little family was scattered. 

Broadus resumed his pulpit on November 1, 1857, a young man (then thirty-one) 

with a growing reputation as preacher and scholar.  Playing an active role in the 

movement among Southern Baptists to establish a strong Seminary in the South, he 

attended a meeting of the Education Convention of the Southern Baptist 

Convention in May, 1858, at Greenville, South Carolina.  There he found himself 

elected as one of the first four faculty members of the Seminary along with James 

P. Boyce, Basil Manly, Jr., and G.T. Winkler. 

The choice between the pastorate and the professorship was a difficult one for 

Broadus.  The Charlottesville church petitioned him to remain with them; at the same time, other 

friends urged him on to Greenville.  After a fortnight of struggle, he wrote to Boyce, 

After more anxiety and difficulty than I have ever experienced, I have at length decided that I 

cannot leave here.  If anything I can conceive would make me feel it right to leave this post, it 

would be the Seminary, but I could not dare to go away. 

The unsettled state of his family may well have been the main factor in Broadus’ decision. 

The matter decided, Broadus returned to his pulpit with renewed zeal.  One speculates, however, that 

the Seminary was never far from his mind. 

His prestige continued to grow.  His Virginia relative, Andrew Broadus, wrote, “John A. Broadus is just 

now that standard of excellence by which intellect, scholarship and preaching talents are measure in this 

region.” 

But what of his little girls? 
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One day late in 1858, “Mammy” Walker came by to take Eliza (age seven) and Annie (age four) for a long 

walk.  As Mrs. Robertson told the story, “Pausing on a hill, she (Mammy) pointed to a house set in old 

locust trees, and said, ‘There’s where the lady lives your Pa is going to marry.’”  The house was Locust 

Grove Homestead, near Charlottesville; the lady, Charlotte Eleanor Sinclair. 

The wedding took place on January 4, 1859.  Miss Broadus recalled how “somebody took us up to the 

bride and said, ‘Lottie, here are the children,’ and her greeting was warmly affectionate.”  The new 

mother won Eliza’s heart through hours of listening to the little girl recite her lessons, seated happily on 

“Lottie’s” lap. 

His family reunited, John Broadus could turn in earnest to the pleas which came from Boyce, Manly, and 

other concerning the Seminary, scheduled to open in Greenville in the fall of 1859.  Boyce wrote in 

March, “Have not circumstances so changed since your refusal last year as clearly to point this out as 

duty now?”  On April 21, Broadus wrote to Basil Manly, “I have at length, with difficulty and distress, 

reached a conclusion, and have written him [Boyce] tonight that I am willing.” 

If Broadus was willing, the Seminary authorities were overjoyed!  Boyce wrote, “Your letter has 

gladdened my heart.  Truly am I grateful to God that he has brought you to this decision.” 

On the other hand, the people at Charlottesville were saddened.  Broadus described the situation to a 

friend:  “I am in good spirits.  Shall have much trouble in removing, but hope to meet all with a stout 

heart.  Some folks have abused me, but I believe they have got over it.” 

The young professor shared his feelings in a farewell letter to the church: 

I am unable to express my feelings of gratitude for all your kindness and of affectionate interest 
in your welfare, as a church, as families, and as individuals…May you all be richly blessed, in the 
Sunday-school, in the prayer meetings, in your private efforts to do good, in your families, and 
your own hearts!  Such is, and while life last shall be, the prayer of, 

        Your brother in the Lord, 
             JOHN A.BROADUS 

GREENVILLE DAYS 

And so, in the summer of 1859, eight-year old Eliza moved with her family to Greenville, South Carolina.  

The Boyces had secured a pleasant, roomy house for the Broadus family, and the move was 

accomplished without incident. 

In October, 1859, twenty-six students gathered to sit under the teaching of Boyce, Broadus, Basil Manly, 

Jr., and William Williams.  Under the demands of the new responsibilities, Broadus’ health suffered.  In 

spite of his illness and the strains it undoubtedly placed on the family, Eliza had fond memories of those 

years in Greenville.  She recalled her continuing education: 

When I was a little child between seven and eight years old, a Latin Grammar and a French 
phrasebook were bought, and Father made the Latin easy by giving me first only the paradigms 
to learn… 
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Then an easy reading-book, and as the years went on there were selections from all the more 
famous Latin authors.  By the time I was nine, my English reading included biographies and 
histories, simplified by his marking out, in the table of contents, chapters that were too hard for 
me to understand.  In a volume of poetry, he would mark certain poems for me to read first, and 
so I early learned to love Tennyson, Mrs. Browning and Wordsworth, with Lamb’s Tales from 
Shakespeare preparing me for real Shakespeare study. 

….I had a seat at his study table, and if a problem or translation was beyond my powers, I would 
go and stand at his side until the end of his sentence or paragraph, sure of his help, given with a 
smile for he never seemed to mind an interruption. 

Eliza, although educated entirely at home, was acknowledged to be the most learned of the Broadus 

children because “Papa taught her.”  John Broadus was never able to spend as much time with Annie, 

Samuel, Caroline, Alice (Mrs. S. C. Mitchell), Ella Thomas (Mrs. A. T. Robertson), and Boyce as he had 

with Eliza.  According to Mrs. Mitchell, he “used to say sometimes with half-smile, ‘The shoemaker’s 

children go barefoot, and the professor’s children don’t know anything.’” 

More than just a daughter and student, however, Eliza Broadus became her father’s friend and 

confidant.  Broadus often took his oldest daughter with him on long walks. 

He once showed me a path he had worn in a woodland while a student at the University of 

Virginia, as he walked back and forth, memorizing lessons, or composing literary society 

speeches.  Later, when we were in Greenville, we excited wonder by going to walk in the rain. 

In addition to walking for exercise, Broadus sawed wood, worked a garden and lifted weights.  “I confess 

we did not like working in the garden,” Eliza wrote, “but to carry in the wood he sawed and lay it in neat 

piles was just a game, to see which of us could do it quickest and best.”  Her father loved flowers, she 

remembered.  “We children would have pinks in our beds and vie with each other in having one to put 

in his button-hole when he went to class, and he was never too absorbed in his work to admire the 

beauty of a rose and inhale its fragrance.” 

Games were also a part of the household routine.  “He (Broadus) brought from Virginia the first croquet 

set he saw and became quite an expert in the game, often joined by our pastor, Dr. Wm. D. Thomas, or 

some Furman professor.” 

The Broadus’ social life, of course, revolved around the Seminary family.  Mrs. Robertson wrote, “I don’t 

suppose anybody but the first professors and their wives, who made sacrifices for it, could love the 

Seminary as much as the children who grew up with it.”  Mrs. Robertson paraphrased an article Eliza 

wrote concerning the early professors: 

The Manlys were a large and lively family like the Broaduses, and soon seemed like kinfolks.  Dr. 

Manly was just as lovable as his picture at the Seminary show him to be.  He used to drop in for 

meals just any time, and he kept a small box of candy in the drawer of his desk.  If anything 

could have made our own father more perfect, it would have been a box of candy like Dr. 

Manly’s.  Dr. Williams, my sister (Eliza) says, ‘was quiet and courteous and of high intellectual 

powers.  To know him was to love him warmly’…Dr. Boyce, for all his dignity, was 



6 
 

companionable, too.  He lived a little way outside of Greenville in a most lovely home.  The 

whole family was clever and witty and stimulating to be with. 

Soon, however, shadows fell upon the path of the Broadus family.  In July, 1860, little Maria, age four, 

died of diphtheria.  Broadus wrote to Boyce, 

The physicians thought the others had all had it, Annie being already very sick, and with many 

fears I brought all here [Charlottesville] on Monday.  Doctor and Mrs. Harrison and Mrs. Sinclair 

aided us in watching Annie all the week, and she is now better, almost well.  The others were 

very slightly affected if at all. 

…Oh, my daughter! But the will of God be done.  I have stood by the deathbed and the grave of 

father and mother and sister, of wife and child; I am confident they are all safe in heaven; God 

help those who are left to follow them there. 

Broadus’ own health remained delicate.  He spent several weeks at the Sulphur Springs, and tried to 

slow his pace.  “If I can be careful still,” he wrote a friend, “I trust I shall be able to go steadily through 

the session.  But it is not easy to be careful.” 

In addition to personal difficulties, national problems began to impinge on the family.  Because of the 

election of Abraham Lincoln as president in the fall of 1860, South Carolina seceded from the Union 

(December 20), followed in the next month by Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and 

Texas.  In April, 1861, Southern troops bombarded Fort Sumter, a Union garrison in the harbor of 

Charleston, South Carolina.  In the words of A. T. Robertson, “The dreadful war was in full blast, and the 

Seminary was caught amidships.”  

James P. Boyce enlisted as a chaplain in the Confederate Army, while Broadus, Williams, and Manly tried 

valiantly to keep the Seminary going.  Yet, by April, 1862, only eight pupils remained, and Manly and 

Broadus petitioned the government for these students’ exemption from the draft.  In spite of extreme 

efforts, the classes which met in the spring of 1862 were the last until after the war. 

With no income from their teaching, the professors supported themselves by preaching in churches in 

and around Greenville.  Dr. Broadus often took Eliza with him on these weekend excursions.  The horse-

and-buggy trips to churches such as Clear Spring, Cedar Grove, Bethel, Williamstown, and Siloam 

provided opportunities for the young girl to read aloud to her father as he drove.  The titles varied, but 

Eliza especially remembered a big book, The French Protestant Pulpit.  The young girl also recalled one 

seventy-mile buggy drive after missing a train and a wedding in a railroad car, along with many kind 

people with whom they stayed. 

Times were very hard in South Carolina.  “Many of the men were in the army, and their wives had hard 

times looking after the farm and the children,” wrote Miss Broadus.  Most churches paid the preacher 

with provisions instead of cash, and a nearby farmer gladly supplied the Broaduses with firewood in 

exchange for a cup of salt per load of wood.  Mrs. Robertson recalled how Eliza used to tell the younger 

children, “It wasn’t hard to wear calico to church…when everyone else did it, too, and homespun was all 
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right for every day.”  It was probably during the war years that Eliza took over her lifetime job of 

mending her father’s clothes, a duty-privilege she jealously guarded.  “He was particular about neatness 

and order,” Eliza recalled, “and would bring a slightly frayed cuff or a loose button, saying, ‘My mother 

used to say a stitch in time saves nine.’” 

As the war dragged on, Broadus began work on his Commentary on Matthew.  But this task was 

interrupted by a special invitation to spend the summer of 1863 as an army missionary (chaplain).  None 

other than General Stonewall Jackson urged his chief of chaplains, “Write to him (Broadus) by all means 

and beg him to come.  Tell him that he never had a better opportunity of preaching the gospel than he 

would have right now in these camps.”  Broadus replied 

that he would be glad to come; that he had been seriously and prayerfully considering the 

question; and that he had only been prevented from entering the Army by a doubt as to 

whether his feeble health could stand the exposure of camp life; but that he would at least try it 

as soon as he could make his arrangements. 

He tried – and succeeded.  He later called the work of those three months “the most interesting and 

thoroughly delightful preaching I was ever engaged in.”  In spite of his preaching three of four time on 

some days, his health endured. 

Broadus’ letters to his wife that summer reveal the impact of the horrors of war on his sensitive soul. 

Eliza, then eleven years old, also was sensitive to war’s dangers.  In July, 1863, she penned a letter to her 

father.  “Dear Pa,” she wrote, “I hope you are well.  I have been pretty well ever since you went.  It 

seems to me that you have been gone three months instead of three weeks.”  Toward the close of the 

letter she asked poignantly, “Have you found out whether any of my uncles were killed or wounded?” 

In the face of war, Broadus became burdened for the souls of his family.  In August, her wrote Eliza: 

CAMP THIRTEENTH VIRGINIA INFANTRY, SMITH’S BRIGADE, EARLY’S DIVISION, EWELL’S CORPS, 

A.N.V., Thursday, Aug. 20, 1863:  I was preaching yesterday about Joshua, and his saying, “As for 

me and my house, we will serve the Lord,” and there, in the midst of the sermon, I felt anxious 

about you and Annie.  Oh, may God give you the grace to put your trust in the Saviour, and to 

devote your lives to his delightful service – that I and my house may serve the Lord. 

The father’s prayer was heard; not long thereafter, Eliza was baptized by pastor Thomas in the Reedy 

River near Greenville. 

Dr. Broadus left the army in late September and soon became Corresponding Secretary of the fledgling 

Southern Baptist Sunday School Board at Greenville, created to supply children’s literature for Baptist 

churches.  Nearly a hundred thousand copies of brief volumes by Broadus, Manly, and Boyce were 

distributed. 

Eliza was her father’s “right-hand-man” in this work, helping him with the mailing of literature.  The 

professor also encouraged his daughter to teach a class in the Greenville church’s Sunday School for 
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Negroes.  When Broadus attended the Southern Baptist Convention in Russellville, Kentucky, in May, 

1866, he left Eliza in complete charge of the office.  Miss Broadus modestly recalled that “the Sunday 

School Board afterwards sent her $25 – in token of appreciation of her services.” 

She certainly appreciated the money, but she probably received more satisfaction from the words in a 

letter from her father:  “This will be a troublesome job to you, but it is a comfort to me that I have a 

daughter sufficiently intelligent and careful to be trusted with such thing.”  Quite an ego-builder for a 

fifteen-year old! 

John A. Broadus had trained Eliza well, and he was proud of her accomplishments.  Those who have the 

image of Eliza Broadus as a diminutive, kind, gentle, old lady need to be reminded that during her young 

womanhood, words such as bright, capable, efficient, and hardworking described her well.  She became 

her father’s main correspondent, writing him frequently, during his absences, of events at home. 

In addition to serving as her father’s unofficial secretary, Miss Broadus had many duties around the large 

household, which included the seven children, along with Charlotte Sinclair Broadus and Mrs. 

Sommerville Broadus.  Eliza remembered the hard work of clothing the family:  “In the hard years after 

the Civil War, clothes were made to last a long time by diligent repairing; the worn sleeves of coats and 

overcoats were bound with braid, and patches put on with care.” 

The Reconstruction years were hard for the family and for the Seminary.  After several years of very 

small enrollments and financial problems, the leaders decided to relocate the Seminary in Louisville.  Dr. 

Boyce moved to Kentucky, where he could more easily promote support for his cause, while the rest of 

the faculty remained in Greenville. 

In spite of difficulties, these were fruitful years for Dr. Broadus.  His careful preparation for homiletics 

classes (including one term with only one student, a blind man) led to the publication in 1876 of 

Lectures on the History of Preaching and in 1877 of The Preparation and Delivery of Sermons, classic 

work on homiletics.  He also preached widely in Virginia, Washington, D.C. area, and in Baltimore.  

During this time, he developed his close relationship with the North Orange, New Jersey, congregation 

which would be so important for the history of the Seminary.  His health, however, remained fragile. 

In the summer of 1870, Dr. Boyce persuaded the Seminary trustees to send Broadus to Europe and 

Palestine for a year of rest and study.  He left New York in July, 1870, returning twelve months later.  In 

addition to keeping a rather complete diary, he wrote many letters to his wife and to Eliza, then 

nineteen.  In October, he informed his daughter wittily, “They (the English) talk exactly as your Grandma 

Harrison does.”  In February, 1871, he described for Eliza his reaction to seeing the famous pyramids:  “I 

clapped my hands and laughed and sang, and wished for my dear ones and felt myself to see if it was I.”  

Eliza conscientiously kept her father up-to-date on family and Seminary matters through bright, lengthy 

letters. 

After returning from abroad, Broadus continued to travel widely on behalf of the Seminary.  As a result, 

Eliza’s responsibilities remained heavy.  Her devotion to her family duties and to her father may explain 

why she never married. 
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Eliza S. Broadus 

LOUISVILLE AND “WOMEN’S WORK” 

In 1877, it was decided to proceed with moving the Seminary to Louisville.  The Broadus family took up 

residence on Gray Street, described by Mrs. Robertson as “a pretty, well-shaded street of dignified 

houses, not far from Dr. Boyce’s house at First and Chestnut…” 

In Louisville, new vistas opened up for Eliza Broadus in what was then known as 

“women’s work.”  Since the 1830’s, small groups of Baptist women in the South 

had organized to support the cause of missions.  Eliza joined the Mission Society in 

Greenville in 1875.  Not until 1876, however, did the Southern Baptist Convention 

encourage the work by urging “a female missionary society in every church.”  The 

General Association of Baptists in Kentucky adopted a similar resolution in its 

meeting that same year.  The Convention took a further step in 1877, 

recommending that the Foreign and Home Mission Boards organize “Central 

Committees” of women to lead the work in each state.  Crawford H. Toy, a 

professor at the Seminary, and J. Lansing Burrows, pastor of Broadway Baptist 

Church in Louisville, assumed the task of selecting Kentucky’s “Central Committee.”  In the fall of 1878, 

they chose six unmarried ladies from Louisville, including the newcomer, Eliza Broadus, who had joined 

the Missionary Society of Walnut Street Church soon after arriving in Louisville. 

“Women’s work” played a large role in the life of this talented young woman.  As Mrs. Robertson points 

out, Eliza’s participation in the ordinary social life of Louisville was hampered somewhat by her 

increasing deafness.  The movement 

aroused her interest, developed her powers, increased her friendships, with never a thought on 

her part of any of this.  “Seeketh not her own” applied to her in this new work as well as in her 

home life, and was the secret of her success.  She had the information, intelligence, and skill to 

be a leader, and all the Central Committee loved her. 

Remember that the late nineteenth century was the period of struggle for women’s rights in the United 

States.  Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906), Lucretia Mott (1793-1880), Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902), 

Julia Ward Howe (1819-1910), Lucy Stone (1818-1893), and other women made headlines as they 

promoted women’s cause.  Frances Willard (1839-1898) had brought the Women’s Christian 

Temperance Union into prominence. 

Remember also that these women encountered strong opposition from a male-dominated society.  

Kentucky’s Baptist paper, the Western Recorder, along with other Baptist publications, was bitterly 

opposed to the new movement among Baptist women.  In Eliza’s words, “Many pastors and churches 

still looked on our efforts as interfering and upsetting, and many years of slow, patient, quit work were 

needed to overcome opposition and indifference, before great progress was made.” 

But Eliza and her friends received support from at least one prominent Baptist leader – none other than 

John A. Broadus!  Although not a fervent supporter of women’s rights (his pamphlet, “Should Women 

Speak in Mixed Public Assemblies?” was often used as ammunition by those opposed to the women’s 
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movement), Broadus saw the importance of women in the missions enterprise.  According to Mrs. 

Robertson, Dr. Broadus “saw to it that she (Eliza) read missionary biographies and magazines, and he 

taught her himself to speak in a large room.”  And his daughter used well the training in speaking and 

writing to promote the missionary societies throughout Kentucky and the South. 

Eliza herself remembered, 

His interest in missions as a whole was lifelong, and shown in many ways, and personally I was 

indebted to him for constant encouragement and help.  He took me to Conventions and 

Associations for information and contact with others, likeminded.  It is owing to him that from 

my early years the Foreign Missionary Journal was read from beginning to end, and other 

mission literature was provided.  Whenever I was faint-hearted over WMU, he would say, “Just 

keep on, daughter, the stars in their courses will fight for you.” 

The fact the “Dr. Broadus’ daughter” was so active undoubtedly lent respectability and prestige to the 

women’s movement. 

By 1884, Kentucky’s Central Committee could claim seventy local societies which had given over $1200 

to mission work.  Miss Broadus, however, remembered the early days, when, in order to raise money for 

postage, the Central Committee had to stoop to giving a “Musical and Literary Entertainment in the 

Young Men’s Christian Hall, which netted $17.50.” 

When this fund was exhausted, we bought our own stamps, and paid our way to the meetings 

we attended.  Presently there was a movement in all the states to provide an Expense Fund by 

getting each member of a society to give five or ten cents each year.  While in some societies 

this was given regularly and cheerfully, many would forget, and we scarcely dared plan the 

letter-writing, printing, and traveling that was sorely needed. 

Eliza assumed the great responsibility as Chairman of the Central Committee in 1887, a position she held 

until 1919. 

By 1884, there were six hundred fifty woman’s missionary societies through the South.  Plans began to 

be laid for a South-wide organization.  The crucial meeting was held in Louisville during the Southern 

Baptist Convention of 1887.  While the men met at Broadway Baptist, the ladies gathered at Broadway 

Methodist Church to hear speakers such as Mrs. W. B. Bagby of Brazil.  It was this group which made the 

final decisions which led to the organization at Richmond, Virginia, in May, 1888, of the Executive 

Committee of the Woman’s Missionary Societies, Auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention” – now 

the WMU   Kentucky’s representatives to the Richmond meeting, Miss Sallie Allen of Forks of Elkhorn 

Church and Mrs. Andrew Broaddus and Miss Agnes Osborne of Louisville, chose Eliza Broadus as the 

Kentucky member (called a “vice-president”) of the Executive Committee. 

Interestingly, Eliza thought it best to determine her father’s feeling before she accepted the position.  

She informed him in a letter: 
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Miss Annie Armstrong sends me a copy of Constitution adopted at the Women’s 

Meeting…There is nothing that can be objected to, so far as I can see, and none of the very 

progressive ones are connected with it. 

I suppose there is no objection to my consenting to be Vice-President for Kentucky, except the 

obvious one of want of ability to do the work.  I really cannot think of anyone who would do it 

exceptionally well.  If you think it of doubtful propriety for me to try it, say so, by all means, and 

I will promptly decline. 

Dr. Broadus’ precise response is not known, but Eliza most certainly did not decline.  Rather, she became 

one of the most influential of the Vice-Presidents, attending South-wide meetings and contributing to 

Southern Baptist missions publications. 

A WMU leader of our own century has paid tribute to these pioneers: 

They were women of determination and perseverance; not bothered by criticism when 

sponsoring an unpopular cause even when the difficulties were almost insurmountable;  such as 

lack of information, few meetings, no expense fund, bad roads and opposition of the brethren, 

but they continued quietly and steadily at work and at prayer. 

They also used ingenuity!  Miss Broadus recalled an innovation of 1887, the year she became Chairman 

of Kentucky’s Central Committee: 

Kentucky Central Committee, having for years written to pastors for aid in securing names of 

women whom we might hope to enlist, often looking in vain for an answer, tried this year the 

novel plan of writing to postmasters and enclosing a postal card for the name and address of 

one active, zealous woman in the Baptist church nearest to them.  All honor to the postmasters!  

We rarely failed to get an answer.  We then wrote to these women sending a constitution for a 

Woman’s Missionary Society and trying to interest them. 

Although thoroughly engaged in her missionary work, Eliza Broadus found time to help with her father’s 

writing projects. 

When writer’s cramp attacked his wrist, she recalled, the Seminary had no secretary or 

stenographer to come to his aid, and he learned to dictate to his daughters.  The older one 

[herself] could write rapidly by hand, and two younger sisters became expert on the typewriter. 

The latter half of Broadus’ large Commentary on Matthew, published in 1886, was dictated, primarily to 

Eliza.  She recalled, however, that each member of the family “took down a few pages” at the last. 

During the 1880’s, the family had moved from Gray Street to 821 Fourth Street, the present site of the 

Louisville Public Library, where their neighbors included the George W. Norton family and the W.F. 

Norton family.  This house had a large study, which was often the scene of what Eliza called a “Letter 

Factory.”  One of the daughters would take dictation at the typewriter while others would “sit at the 
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table with letters containing penciled instructions, or he (John Broadus) would say, ‘Tell this man so and 

so.’  The finished letter was given to him to read over and sign.” 

Secretarial tasks became even more extensive after Broadus became president of the Seminary in 1889. 

“The study table,” Eliza remembered, “used to get so piled up with layers of papers and books 

that we sometimes ventured to straighten it.  That was apt to bring forth the lament, ‘I cannot 

find anything.  I knew just how deep down to go for what I want.’” 

But when he could not find what he wanted, John Broadus would turn to his eldest daughter.  Eliza’s 

sister Alice (Mrs. S.C. Mitchell) recalled, 

If one of his books was mislaid, our oldest sister was the one always called upon to find it.  She 

kept in mind where they all belonged and had grown up along with their gradual acquisition, so 

that her association with them was near and dear. 

In addition to secretarial work, or course, there was the household to manage.  Mrs. Robertson thought 

that what she called “my sister’s executive ability” came from her family responsibilities.  “For instance,” 

she wrote, 

In 1891 she was in full charge while both parents were abroad for the whole summer.  The 

family included a bride and a groom so new that she was astounded to find out that he was a 

great tease; and older married lady [Annie Broadus Abraham] with two young sons, eleven and 

two; a young lady with many engagements [Ella]; a visiting cousin; a high school boy [Boyce 

Broadus); and a young business man who dropped in now and then, bringing the weirdest 

people with him…Sister kept house for this assorted crowd, and kept everything going. 

Somehow, Miss Broadus also found time to do Sunday School work in Louisville.  Drs. Broadus and 

Manly had taken the lead in starting mission Sunday Schools in the city.  Eliza recalled her involvement 

warmly; 

From the first I shared this interest, and Father was my mainstay and constant support in my 

work in these schools.  Scholar pupils would move away and leave no trace, or seem unmoved 

by instruction and appeal, but he always persuaded one to persevere.  The Manly Memorial 

Church of Louisville is the outcome of one where I taught for a dozen years. 

The Broaduses were a busy family, then, but not too busy to have times of recreation, even though 

walking paths were not as available in Louisville as in Greenville.  Dr. Broadus was pleased when Jacob’s 

Park [now Iroquois] opened, but “it was an afternoon’s expedition to ride to Jacob’s park and climb the 

hill.”  The construction of a trolley line to the park made the trip less strenuous.  Eliza and the other 

children habitually accompanied their father on these jaunts. 

Louisville also offered musical opportunity for the musical loving family.  “Well I remember,” wrote Miss 

Broadus, 
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the first time the “Messiah” was given in Louisville.  He [her father] bought the score (words and 

music), and followed along the music as it was sung with keen appreciation.  He always wished 

to have the notes before him for the fullest enjoyment in listening.  The “Elijah” and “The 

Creation” were also greatly admired. 

John Broadus continued to be a productive scholar.  In 1889, he delivered the prestigious Yale Lectures 

on Preaching (the Beecher Lectures); in 1890 he published Jesus of Nazareth; and in 1893 appeared 

both his Memoirs of James P. Boyce and his Harmony of the Gospels.  He also wrote widely for Baptist 

publications. 

Her years of helping her father with his work equipped Eliza to be of help to her new brother-in-law, the 

great New Testament scholar, A.T. Robertson.  It was Eliza who prepared the exhaustive index to 

Robertson’s Life and Letters of John A. Broadus (1910), and when Robertson revised Dr. Broadus’ 

Harmony of the Gospels, he dedicated the volume to “Eliza S. Broadus, Eldest daughter of John A. 

Broadus, an Elect Lady Beloved in Many Lands.” 

LIFE WITHOUT FATHER 

In 1895, however, the eldest daughter lost her father.  The pressures of his responsibilities as Seminary 

president weighted heavily upon John A. Broadus.  Even though he cut down on outside engagements 

and writing, his health continued to decline.  He did live to see his daughter, Ella, married to Dr. A.T. 

Robertson on November 27, 1894.  In March, however, Broadus took a sudden turn for the worse.  On 

the 14th it became clear that the end was near.  The children were sent for, and the Louisville Evening 

Post reported, “Doctor Broadus, the first citizen of Louisville, is passing away.  By mind and character he 

has become the leading personal influence in this community.” 

As usual, Eliza, then a matron of forty-three, was his “right-hand man,” fetching food, water, and 

medicines.  “Up to the last day,” she wrote, “he would say ‘Thank you’…with his own beautiful smile.”  In 

his last hours, the sick man showed little recognition of his children.  “That night, staying in the room, I 

heard him singing in a low tone, ‘Jesus, lover of my soul.’ Reclining on the bed beside him to catch his 

words, I heard, ‘And sing my great Redeemer’s praise,’ sung over and over.”  He died on March 16, early 

in the morning. 

Eliza’s life was never to be the same. 

During the next few years, Eliza continued to help the family, to promote woman’s work, and to serve as 

chairman of the Kentucky WMU Central Committee. 

Her activities in WMU were varied and extensive.  She frequently penned the annual report for the 

Central Committee to the General Association of Kentucky Baptists, and she carried on a wide 

correspondence concerning the Convention’s missionary work.  In June, 1903, at the First Baptist Church 

of Winchester, Kentucky, she presided over the organization of Woman’s Missionary Union of Kentucky. 
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She believed the latter 

event to be particularly 

significant.  “Since then,” 

she wrote, “our progress 

has been far more rapid, 

with more regular reports 

and publicity of many 

kinds.”  WMU columns 

and pages in the Kentucky 

Baptist weeklies, The 

Baptist Argus and the 

Western Recorder, 

helped publicize the 

women’s efforts. 

 

As chairman of the Central Committee, Miss Broadus regularly addressed the annual meetings, raising 

new issues and suggesting new projects.  In 1913, for example, at the meeting in Lexington, she 

challenged the women: 

We stand facing a marvelous opportunity awaiting a Christless world – its doors flung wide 

open, its arms extended in urgent invitation, its young people – the most impressionable 

element – astir – awake – alive, knowing not which way to turn their new found strength.  

“Come over and help us” is the cry from all parts of the world. 

During 1914, she served as chairman of a committee to draft a constitution for Kentucky WMU.  It was 

adopted at the annual meeting of that year, in Somerset. 

Autumn of 1915 found Miss Broadus on a whirl-wind tour of Kentucky, along with Kathleen Mallory, the 

second executive-secretary of WMU, S.B.C., Marie Buhlmaier, longtime Home Missionary in Baltimore, 

Kate Coleman Hinkle, corresponding secretary of Kentucky WMU, and Dr. L.B. Warren, superintendent 

of the Department of Church Extension for the Home Mission Board. 

“Never,” Miss Broadus, wrote, “was there a more gallant knight, with four ladies to share his 

attentions.”  On the tour, Dr. Warren promoted the new Church Building and Loan Fund of the Home 

Board, urging that the ladies’ groups give to the fund in memory of loved ones or in honor of those still 

living.  Kentucky’s women chose to give $3,000 in honor of Eliza S. Broadus.  In her characteristically 

modest style, she recalled her feelings:  “The grateful recipient of the memorial exclaimed, ‘I would wish 

to be a hundred years old, to see all those churches built.’”  Miss Broadus’ support of an annual week of 

prayer and offering for state missions was undoubtedly strengthened by this tour. 

During the late 1890’s and early 1900’s, then, Eliza served Kentucky WMU in many different ways.  Her 

greatest contribution, however, was in the formation of the WMU Training School.  As early as 1884, 

Photo from WMU, SBC archives 
Used by permission 
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unmarried women had been permitted to sit in on Seminary classes; and from 1891 on, married women 

could attend with their husbands.  The numbers of women being called as foreign missionaries, 

however, called for a more extensive program of women’s education.  This cause was especially dear to 

E.Z. Simmons, missionary to China, who proposed the establishment of a school to be associated with 

the Seminary, for female missionaries.  In 1899, Simmons came to Louisville to present his idea to the 

women of Broadway and Walnut Street churches.  “When they came to China,” he said,  

they (female missionaries) readily learn the language, but they do not know how to teach the 

Bible for they do not know it themselves.  There should be a school for training women who 

have been called to the work, just as there is the Seminary for the training of young men. 

One writer noted Simmons’ impact on Eliza Broadus. 

Her brave, farseeing spirit had captured the vital spark dropped by Dr. Simmons, and in time it 

began to glow and encircle other women.  She had noted the young women who had come and 

gone, getting what they could from Seminary classes and living as they could find quarters. 

Annie Armstrong, Executive Secretary of WMU, strongly opposed such a school for women, fearing it 

would become no more than a “matrimonial bureau.”  Dropped by WMU, the matter was picked up by 

the Seminary’s president, E.Y. Mullins, and its trustees, who, in 1902, set up a Woman’s Training 

Department.  Mullins, through the denominational press, encouraged the growth of this department.  

“We hope,” he wrote, “at a later date to have a home for the ladies who come as students…The Baptist 

women of Kentucky and many women from other state are much interested in this project…” 

Eliza Broadus saw to it that the women of Kentucky were truly aware of the need.  She not only wrote 

and spoke of it herself, but at the 1904 meeting of Kentucky WMU in Campbellsville, she arranged for 

Dr. Mullins himself to address the women.  Kentucky WMU voted to endorse the project and promised 

to collect funds. 

In September, 1904, Miss Broadus learned from Mrs. W.O. Carver of four young women who had come 

to Louisville to enroll at classes in the Seminary.  Clemmie Ford of Tennessee, Rena Grower of Georgia, 

Alice Huey of Alabama, and Ella Leter of Oklahoma had found only a single room to rent from a 

Seminary couple.   

Convinced that the Baptist women of Kentucky should do something to improve the students’ living 

conditions, Eliza made the Training School the major item of business at the September meeting of the 

Central Committee.  The Committee voted to call a meeting of representatives from all ladies’ societies 

in Louisville for October 12 at McFerran Memorial (later Fourth Avenue) Church. 

Miss Broadus chose Mrs. S.E. Woody of Broadway Church to preside at the meeting, displaying what 

Mrs. E.Y. Mullins called “that wonderful sagacity which marked her life.  Keeping much in the 

background, she knew whom to put forward.”  The wife of a prominent physician, Mrs. Woody became, 

in Mrs. Mullins’ words “an ideal banner bearer for this unknown cause to which she was destined to give 

her lifetime loyalty and service.” 



16 
 

WMU Training School, 1904 

Photo from WMU, SBC archives 
Used by permission 

 
House Beautiful 

1917-1941 

As a result of the meeting, a committee, including Eliza Broadus, was formed to secure living quarters 

for the students.  With the financial help of Misses Mattie and Lucy Norton and their sister, Mrs. W.B. 

Caldwell, a two-story house on South Fourth Street was rented for the girls, who moved in on 

Thanksgiving Day, 1904. 

After attempts in 1905 and 1906 to have the WMU, SBC, adopt the Training School project and move to 

a larger house at Eighth and Broadway, in May 1907, the Southern Union, meeting at Richmond, 

Virginia, voted to “open a Training School the coming fall, though it had neither house or 

equipment…neither faculty nor pupils.” 

With the help of the husband of one of the committee members, the 

women of Louisville found a suitable building at East Broadway, six 

blocks from the Seminary.  The asking price was $23,000, scaled down 

by the owner to $20,400.  Such funds were simply not available, but in 

the Broadus home on a hot July 22 of 1907, the committee, meeting 

with Miss Fannie Heck, president of WMU, SBC, took action that led to 

the purchase of the building.  Concerned that they may have gone too 

far out on a financial limb, the Kentucky Central Committee rejoiced 

greatly when, on September 16, Miss Broadus triumphantly 

announced that the Sunday School board had given the WMU $20,500 

to pay for the building.  The WMU Training School was born! 

Eliza Broadus served on the Board of the Training School for more than 

twenty years and was greatly beloved by its students.   
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LATER LIFE 

When the Training School began, Miss Broadus, in her mid-fifties, was almost totally deaf.  But she 

continued to labor faithfully in the women’s work and was a frequent contributor to Baptist periodicals.  

Resigning as Chairman of the Kentucky Central Committee in 1919, she served as vice-chairman until 

1928, in which role she gave the devotional message each month.  With her faithful acoustican (hearing 

box), she kept in touch with things as few deaf people took trouble to do.  As one writer put it, “The 

more silent grew her world, the sweeter and more benign her cordial smile, her thoughtful 

consideration of others.  Those who looked on often felt sudden tears in her presence.” 

In October, 1928, Miss Broadus informed the Central Committee that she had been a member for fifty 

years. 

Then with her bright smile and merry laugh, she added, “And I think fifty years is long enough to 

serve on any committee, so today I am resigning as a member of Central Committee.”  She said 

it was a strain on her to attend as she hears so poorly.  We felt we could not give her up as a 

member…, so voted that she be made an honorary member, with the privileges of attending 

whenever she wishes. 

Her involvement was not only in Kentucky, it was South-wide, at least until 1920, when she ceased to 

represent Kentucky on the WMU Executive Committee, becoming a “vice-president emeriti.”  Mrs. 

James H. Anderson of Knoxville wrote lovingly of Convention experiences with Miss Eliza: 

Long will I remember our journeying to SBC meetings together.  On the train, we spent the time 

going over the “plan of work” for the year, to see if we could think of any good suggestion to 

make.  She could always tell why this or that would not be wise.  She had known it from its 

beginnings.  What a privilege to be ears for her in the meetings of the Executive Committee, and 

what a charming roommate she was, always ready on time, so considerate.  One could easily 

have a “quiet hour” rooming with Miss Broadus.  Then, as we moved about in the hotel and the 

Convention, the leaders and others from all over the South came to speak to her, - counted it an 

honor to speak to her – and she saw to it that I, her WMU daughter, should meet all of these 

good people. 

For over fifty years she had been an active leader in the women’s missionary movement among 

Southern Baptists.  Yet her style of leadership was unobtrusive.  She led gently, but efficiently from 

behind the scenes.  Her writings reflect a subtle sense of humor, which allowed her to chide those men 

who resisted “women’s work” without appearing bitter or militant herself.  As Ada Boone Brown wrote: 

Her good judgment, her perfect freedom from self-seeking, her warm appreciation of the gifts 

of others, made her a wise leader in her own state and a valuable helper in bringing Woman’s 

Missionary Union into its wonderful efficiency. 

She urged the women, especially the younger ones, “Make choices – don’t wait for chances.” 
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Her abilities were undergirded by a deep spiritual life.  Clara B. (Mrs. Harry E.) Sibley of Louisville has 

lovingly written: 

 Eliza Broadus 
 woke, worked, and slept 
 with God in her thoughts –  
 He was the solution to all problems 
 and the unfailing shoulder 
 against which she leaned… 
 She served in the station to which 
 God had assigned her, 
 cheerfully, 
 lovingly, and 
 effectively. 

When the Seminary moved from its downtown location to the “Beeches” on Lexington Road in 1927-28, 

Miss Broadus made her home with the Robertsons at 2945 Rainbow Drive.  She continued to attend 

Fourth Avenue Church and Seminary functions with her sister and “Dr. Bob.” 

As October, 1931, neared, friends at the Training School made plans for a surprise eightieth birthday 

party for Miss Broadus, who was casually invited with Mrs. Robertson for dinner at the school.  Miss 

Eliza was called upon to speak, and she chose a subject dear to her heart, her work with her father in his 

writing.  Then the surprise was sprung.  A poem written in her honor was read, and a silver cup was 

presented containing two hundred dollars in gold.  Mrs. Robertson recalled “how she expressed her 

thanks for the silver cup, and was about to sit down again when she exclaimed suddenly, ‘Why there’s 

something in it!’ as artlessly as a child, and how the girls laughed and clapped.”   

Less than a week later, returning from a walk across Lexington Road to mail a letter, Eliza Broadus was 

struck by a truck.  Two Seminary students, walking north on Stiltz at the time of the accident, saw the 

accident and tried to help.  A doctor was summoned, and Miss Eliza was rushed to Kentucky Baptist 

Hospital, where she died within an hour.  Mrs. Robertson was often heard to say, “The Lord sent a 

chariot for Elijah, and a truck for Eliza.”  Her friend, Dr. J. B. Weatherspoon of the Seminary faculty, said 

at her funeral, “Eliza S. Broadus went for a walk one evening and was not, for God took her.” 

Tributes poured in from all over the South.  The December, 1931 issue of Royal Service included this 

assessment from Miss Kathleen Mallory: 

Few Southern Baptist women have equaled Miss Eliza S. Broadus in the service rendered her 

“own generation according to the will of God.”  Four-score years and one week were granted to 

her and she not only used them to help lovingly in the home, church, community, and state but 

for more than half of her life she was a most efficient officer of Woman’s Missionary Union… 

In loving terms one will ever think of Miss Broadus, for she was always so active, alert, and 

animated that death cannot be associated with her. 
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For this writer, however, the life of Eliza Broadus was captured most beautifully in part of a poem 

written in honor of her eightieth birthday by Margaret M. Lackey of Mississippi: 

 Dear “Gift of God” this is your Natal Day! 
 Four score such days have marked your life’s pathway! 
 But well we know the road has not seemed long, 
 Nor has it seemed o’er lovely; for with song 
 Of cheerful praise you’ve gladdened many a mile; 
 And shadows dimmed, with sunshine of your smile. 
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Cave Hill Cemetery, Louisville 
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CHRONOLOGY OF THE LIFE OF ELIZA BROADUS 

1851 – Born, Charlottesville, Virginia 

1857 – Mother dies 

1859 – Father remarries, family moves to Greenville, South Carolina, to Southern Seminary 

1863 – Baptized in Greenville 

1875 – Joins Woman’s Missionary Society at Baptist Church in Greenville 

1877 – Family moves to Louisville with Southern Seminary 

1878 – Named to Kentucky Central Committee for Women’s Missionary Work 

1887 – Becomes Chairman of Kentucky Central Committee 

1888 – Named Kentucky Vice-President of WMU of the Southern Baptist Convention 

1895 – John A. Broadus dies 

1903 – Presides over organization of Kentucky WMU at Winchester 

1904 – Actively promotes Woman’s Training School in Louisville 

1919 – Resigns as Chairman of Central Committee 

1931 – Death after being struck by a truck near her home 

 

 

 

From the Tenth Annual Report, Central Committee, Woman’s Missionary Work: 

“Objectors to our work often ask why we are not willing to work with our fathers and brothers, but want 

what we do reported separately. We answer that we do work with them. We insist on our women giving 

as they have always done, to the regular collections of the church, and that what we give in our societies 

must be that much extra, given often as the fruit of self-denial, of special exertions, or as a thank-

offering for special mercies. To such gifts, our brethren will surely not object, if they only understand our 

position.” 

Miss. E. S. Broadus, President 

Louisville, KY, May 1891 
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