
 

WELCOME BASKETS 
KENTUCKY WMU REFUGEE CRISIS RESPONSE 
 

WMU is responding to the refugee crisis by working with 
refugee resettlement sites across Kentucky. We invite you to 
mobilize your church to join us in this effort.  
You have 4 options for welcome baskets: kitchen, cleaning 
supplies, toiletries, and Linens. Please select the type of 
welcome basket you would like to donate and gather items on 
the appropriate list.  
 
This project is designed to help your group/church make a 
connection to the Resettlement/Ministry site reaching refugees 
in your area. Please consider pursuing an ongoing relationship 
with the resettlement ministry as volunteers or by helping to   
meet their needs.  

 INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Step 1) Contact a Resettlement Location (list on back page) and share that you would like to provide 
their site with welcome baskets for refugee families. Ask which type of basket they might need. Ask 
them where you can drop off the baskets at their location.  Set up a time and date for drop off.  
 
Step 2) Rally your WOM group, Age-level group, Sunday School class, and church to gather items for 
your baskets. Welcome Basket List Items denoted with an * must be new. All others may be gently used. 
We suggest packing items together in a plastic tub or laundry basket. 
 
Step 3) Include a “welcome note” and some information from your church for the refugee family.  
 
Step 4) Drop off at site location. Remember to maintain ongoing ministry with this resettlement site.  
 

BASKET OPTIONS 
KITCHEN  
Four place settings of tableware (fork, knife, 
spoon)  
Four place settings of dishes (plate, bowl, cup)  
Pots/pans, including saucepan, frying pan, and 
large cooking pot (stainless steel)  
Baking Tray/ Cookie sheet  
Glass dish(es)/ lasagna dish  
Mixing/serving bowls  
Can opener  
Knife and Scissors 
Cutting board                                                                                         

CLEANING SUPPLIES  
Dish soap*  
Bathroom/kitchen cleanser*  
Sponges or cleaning rags*  
Paper towels* pack of 8 or more  
Laundry detergent*  
Two waste baskets Mop*  
Broom and dustpan*  
Trash bags*  
Toilet Brush and plunger*  
 
                                                                       (Over) 



 

TOILETRIES  
Toilet paper*  
Shampoo*  
Soap*  
Hand Soap*  
One toothbrush per person*  
Toothpaste*  
Lotion*  
Feminine Hygiene Products*  
First Aid Supplies* (bandages, Neosporin,  
Q-tips, etc.)  

 

LINENS & OTHER HOUSEHOLD ITEMS  
Four bath towels* (30" x 54")  
Two sets of queen sheets and comforter for 
each bed*  
Two plush blankets*  
Four pillows*  
Alarm clock Paper, pens and/or pencils  
Light bulbs/ One lamp per room  
Two Plastic 3-drawer storage bins 

 
 
 

Connect with the closest resettlement location.  
 
1)  LOUISVILLE – Contact John Barnett, at the Kentucky Baptist Convention at 

john.barnett@kybaptist.org. If you want to connect with Refuge Int Louisville, you can go to 
their website for the latest updates www.refugeintl.org  and then Matt Reynolds is the 
executive director: mattr@refugeintl.org.  

 
2)  BOWLING GREEN - Refuge BG, Daniel and Alice Tarnagda, daniel@refugebg.com or 

alice@refugebg.com.  
 
3)  OWENSBORO - Danny Gray at Refuge Owensboro. Danny is not the Director, but he is a main 

contact through Bellevue Baptist church. Danny’s email is dgray@conpaper.com  
 
 

Also pray for: 
LEXINGTON- Michael Meredith and Nestor Gomez are planting a church and they are preparing to 

welcome an Afghan family. This location does not have the storage space for Welcome Baskets, 
but  
nestor@bluegrasslexky.com  
michael@bluegrasslexky.com 
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