
 

Schools 
Adopting Schools: Opening Doors 
  

 

God adopts people. Parents adopt children. Kentucky churches adopt local schools. How school 

adoption looks varies from church to church and year to year.  

 

Todd Robertson, Director of Missions, Louisville Regional Baptist Association (LRBA), encourages 

school adoption by every LRBA church in order to open doors for the gospel. He asks churches to focus 

on four key areas: Prayer, Relationship, Intentionality, and Action. If churches don’t know what to do, 

they can pray for school administration, faculty, staff, students, and families. He said prayer “should 

lead to opportunities to engage in relationships as long as [churches] are intentional about their pursuits 

to connect. Ultimately, we want churches to have clear action plans for serving the school and to show 

the love of Christ” to children and their families. Several LRBA churches connect through FCA and 

Youth for Christ.”  

 

One church that has led the way in LRBA is Bethlehem Baptist Church. About 15 years ago, a group 

of Bethlehem’s women wanted to do something for Indian Trail Elementary, their neighborhood school. 

Pat Reaves, WMU Director and Mission Friends leader, said they began by prayer walking around the 

school. They sought prayer requests from the principal. His list filled an entire page. Many of those 

issues, such as single parent homes, physical needs, and learning disabilities, still exist. The women left 

notes of encouragement on doors for teachers.  

 

As a result of these ministries, Bethlehem receives invitations to open houses and to pass out 

information about Wednesday night children’s programs, basketball ministry, fall festivals, and Easter 

activities. They try to build family relationships through those contacts. Rather than scheduled prayer 

walks, the church now encourages individual and “drive-by” school prayers.  

  

For years Bethlehem provided a meal and school supplies for 

several students. They now work through the Family Resource 

Coordinator, who distributes the supplies. Last year, men from 

Bethlehem worked on the school’s softball field. Pat and her 

husband, Dudley, volunteer in a classroom each Friday. She 

said, “We know many of these kiddos need to have an adult 

friend or two. We try to be faithful to go each week so they, as 

well as the teachers, know they can depend on us.”  

 

Bethlehem now includes the school in their budget to help with school supplies 

and gifts for teachers. Their outreach also includes: 

• First of the year bags of goodies, supplies, and notes of appreciation and 

assurance of prayer for teachers 

• Gifts for Teacher Appreciation Week – usually gift cards with notes  

• New pencils, pre-sharpened, for spring testing week  

• Treats three or four times a year for children invited to the Accelerated 

Readers party (Sunday school classes sometimes help with this expense.) 

• Special ministry efforts between the school’s Family Resource 

Coordinator and the church’s clothes closet and food distribution 
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To help with school ministries, Kentucky WMU has provided Eliza Broadus 

Offering grants to several churches and Kentucky Baptist Convention 

missionaries who minister to children including Kentucky Sacks of Love in 

Benham. Director Judy Caulder said she and her co-director husband, Frank, 

took part in a mission trip from South Carolina to Harlan County, Kentucky, in 

2006. They learned many students did not have food for the weekend. Teachers 

told them the students could not stay awake in class due to hunger.  

 

The Caulders now work through eight school Family Resource Youth Service 

Centers to provide weekend food, school supplies, hygiene items, shoes, 

clothing, and Christmas gifts. They also receive donations from individuals and 

churches. They have permission to include faith-based material such as tracts 

and Bibles in the food bags. In 2016, they used their EBO grant to give students 

Slip Disc Frisbees with the plan of salvation. They know of at least 33 

salvations from that year’s work.  

 

As churches focus on ministry to schools, some prepare students to share their 

faith with friends and other students through witnessing training. Such training 

helps young people live out their beliefs through their conversations and 

behavior. Plus, students can share with students in ways adults cannot. 

“Evangelism training is a regular part of Kentucky WMU’s Creative Ministries 

Festival and Kentucky Changers,” says Joy Bolton, executive director. “We encourage churches to train 

students in how to share their faith. Our children and youth have access to schools in ways that we do 

not. Believing students can prayerwalk the halls, live out their faith in the classroom, and also share the 

gospel with others at school.” 

 

Kentucky WMU would be happy to work with your church to assist with evangelism training for 

children and students. Suggested tools for student evangelism include tracts, bracelets in colors 

representing parts of the gospel message, marked New Testaments, learning the Romans Road, and 

learning how to share a personal testimony. 

   

Like Benham and Bethlehem, any church can offer local school ministry. Project possibilities include:  

• Distribute paper hands with first names of students to encourage year-round praying. 

• Distribute cards with school personnel names and positions for prayer. 

• Prayerwalk around the school. 

• Volunteer as tutors or in other needed positions.   

• Help with school maintenance and enhancement. 

• Send notes of encouragement to school personnel. 

• Provide refreshments for school activities. 

• Prepare backpacks with school and/or food supplies for children in need. 

• Equip church students to be witnesses. 

• Meet other personal or school needs as they arise. 

 

Pray for: 
* Local students, families, teachers, and personnel 

* The drug epidemic and economic needs that impact students in every school 

* Your church’s role in meeting school needs 

* Statewide school efforts  


