
 
 

Multiply Eastern Kentucky 
An Evangelistic and Church Planting Partnership 
 

 

Eastern Kentucky, larger than western Kentucky geographically 

and in population, has 250 churches compared to western 

Kentucky’s 500. Eastern Kentucky’s church attendance averages 

about ten percent of the population compared to western 

Kentucky’s twenty percent. According to a 2015 study by Jason 

Lowe “the East region is home to 15 of the top 25 counties with 

the worst KBC church to population ratio” in the state. In 

addition, “the East region contains the majority of the most lost 

and unchurched counties in Kentucky.”  

 

Multiply East Kentucky formed as “a catalyst for an evangelistic 

and church planting movement across the eastern Kentucky 

region.” It partners the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s 

Evangelism/Church Planting Team with East region pastors, 

prospective church planters, directors of missions, and other 

interested individuals. Goals and plans include: 

• Activate ten church planters across the region this year 

• Host at least three vision tours across the region this year 

• Raise awareness of the spiritual needs across the region 

• Coordinate evangelistic efforts with the 2018 KBC annual meeting in Pikeville 

• Develop a leadership pipeline to discover, develop, and deploy regional church planters  

• Identify key eastern Kentucky church leaders to lead these efforts  

 

Creekside Church, formerly Island Creek Baptist, demonstrates the 

possibilities. After Island Creek closed, a church planter began Creekside 

in the same location. Their first service drew more than 250 people. After 

six weeks, Creekside averaged well over 100 in attendance. Such results 

take cooperative efforts and hard work. Creekside’s partnership includes 

Jason Lowe, Director of Missions; Jason Johnson, church planter; and John 

Lucas, Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church (FBC) of Pikeville (sending 

church) and Church Planting Team Leader for the Pike 

Association. Creekside’s the first Southern Baptist church planted in Pike County in 

nearly 20 years. 

 

Jason Johnson was born in Pikeville. As a child, he attended the mission that 

previously met on Creekside’s property and grew up about two miles 

away.  Johnson said that “eliminates a huge barrier of getting to know the people 

and building trust with the community.”  

 

Because of the “incredible drug epidemic” and resulting child neglect, plus other 

spiritual strongholds, Johnson requests prayer for their community outreach. He 

said people in the community “need a safe and welcoming place where there is 

hope.”  A woman in her 50s told Johnson a funeral was the only church service she had ever attended 

before going to Creekside. She wanted to hand out candy at a fall festival the evening after her first 

service. She accepted Christ during the festival.  

Eastern Region Statistics: 

• The fewest number of churches of 
any KBC region (159 lower than 
second fewest [North Central 
region]) 

• 19 out of the top 25 most lost 
counties based upon percentage 
of lostness 

• 4 out of the top 25 most lost 
counties based upon population 

• 16 out of the top 25 most 
unchurched counties based upon 
percentage 

• 2 out of the top 25 most 
unchurched counties based upon 
population 

• Ranked #1 out of the 6 KBC 
regions on the Church Planting 
Priority Index  
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When John Lucas left for seminary, he never intended to live in Pikeville again. He said ten years later 

“God showed me His wisdom and keen sense of humor as He not only called me back to Pikeville, but 

to my home church (FBC).”  He served six years as youth pastor and is now senior pastor.  

 

Lucas said FBC “has a rich history in church planting, having launched close to a dozen mission 

churches/plants in her 114-year history.” Island Creek mission “never grew into an autonomous local 

church,” so Lucas began to pray for “a healthy church in that community.” Six months after Jason 

Johnson joined the FBC staff as a church planter, his launch team held Creekside’s first worship service. 

Lucas prays for more church plants from FBC and Creekside in the next five to seven years. He invites 

others to “come and plant their lives to reach lost people in the mountains of eastern Kentucky.”  

 

Creekside accepts donations for community physical 

needs such as food, toys, and clothing.  They partner 

with other KBC churches and remain open to additional 

partnerships for prayer, mission trips, or finances. With 

only one bus to transport more than 30 children to 

Church, they must make multiple trips.  A van donation 

would enable them to expand their outreach. To partner 

with Creekside, contact Jason Johnson at Creekside 

Church, PO Box 2732, Pikeville, KY 41502 or 1576 

Island Creek Road, Pikeville, KY 4150. Web site: 

www.creeksidechurch.net. Email: pastor.creeksidechurch@gmail.com. Phone: 606-433-0498. 

 

Prayer Requests 
* Ten church plants 

* Salvation for 359,000 lost people 

* Sending churches 

* Financial partners 

* A church planter pipeline 

 

To join the Multiply Eastern Kentucky efforts, contact Jason Lowe at (606) 432-2660 or 

dom.pasb@gmail.com. 

 

Go Further 
Hope for the Mountains is a one-day evangelistic 

event scheduled for November 11 at the East Kentucky 

Expo Center in Pikeville. Hope for the Mountains will 

feature evangelist Jon Reed, the Jason Lovins Band, 

and other special guests as we seek to reach the lost. 

Kentucky Baptist churches from all over the state are 

encouraged to attend, bring their unreached and 

unchurched friends and to serve in various capacities 

during the event.   

 

Learn more about this event and register to pray and 

help in other ways!  
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