
 

Lostness in Kentucky 
By the Numbers, From the Heart 
  

 

Never say never. Like many others, Jason Lowe learned that lesson ... twice. When he left his Pikeville 

home for college and later for seminary, he pledged he would never move back. God had other plans.  

 

With a degree in statistics, Jason returned in 2003 as a statistician/data analyst for Pikeville Medical 

Center. Following God’s call to ministry, he and his wife moved to Louisville in 2006, where he 

completed his Master of Divinity degree.  

 

In 2013, Jason said, “God began to break my heart over the vast spiritual and physical challenges facing 

eastern Kentucky.” His family returned to Pikeville where he serves as the Director of Missions for the 

Pike Association. In that role he works with the 25 churches “to reach eastern Kentucky and the world 

for Christ.” They seek to strengthen, mobilize, and plant churches. 

 

With a statistics background, Jason was drawn to the 2012 

KBC report, “Lostness Indicators For Kentucky.” 1 It 

“indicated that only 51.6% of Kentuckians are identified with 

any religious group, and only 13.9% of Kentuckians attend a 

religious gathering on a regular basis. While these results 

were troubling enough, the county-by-county breakdown 

revealed that the percentages in some Kentucky counties 

were far worse,” particularly those in the east. Jason began 

his own research to test his observations.  

 

He examined the state based upon percentages and 

populations. (The 2012 report covered only percentages.)  He 

explained, “While two counties may have a similar 

percentage of lostness, one ... may have a much larger 

population of lostness simply because it has more people ... 

In order to identify potential areas of priority for evangelism 

and church planting efforts, both metrics are valuable.” He 

focused on regional differences and shared these in a report 

entitled “As Far As the East Is From the West: An Analysis 

of the Spiritual Differences Among the Geographic Regions 

of Kentucky.”2  

 

Since Jason published his report in 2016, some information 

may not be current. Nevertheless, it offers insight into the 

regions of greatest need for evangelism and church planting. His initial observation proved accurate. 

Nineteen out of the top 25 most lost counties (based upon percentage) are located in the East region. 

Although the third largest in population, the East region has the fewest KBC churches and church 

plants.  The entire state reveals significant spiritual needs, but that holds especially true in the East. 

 

Jason discovered several other significant differences among the six regions, including these three:  

• The Central and North Central regions are much more densely populated (home to the largest 

Kentucky cities). They also have a higher KBC church to population ratio. Although the North 

Central region is the second most populated region it has the second fewest number of KBC 

churches. Significant church planting efforts are underway in both regions. 

Spiritual Landscape of Kentucky 

The 2015 population estimate for the 
state of Kentucky is 4,425,273 
residents. Of these nearly 4.5 million 
Kentuckians:  

• 51.6% identify as adhering to some 
type of religious group (2,282,048 
Kentuckians)  

• 33.8% identify as being a member 
of a religious congregation 
(1,497,925 Kentuckians)  

• 13.0% identify as regularly 
attending religious worship services 
(575,911 Kentuckians)  

 
In light of these numbers, it should be 
noted that there are currently 2,503 
Kentucky Baptist congregations 
across the state seeking to reach the 
millions of lost Kentuckians with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. To put it 
another way, there is one Kentucky 
Baptist church for every 1,768 
residents in Kentucky. 
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• The West region population is the second lowest but boasts the largest number of KBC churches, 

with a KBC church to population ration of nearly half the Kentucky average. It also has the 

second most funded KBC church plants. 

• The East region stands in stark contrast to the West. The East is the third-most populated region, 

yet it has the fewest KBC churches by far. While the East region has 71,404 more people (15% 

difference) than the West, it has less than half the number of KBC churches. At the time of the 

report, the East region had only one KBC-funded church plant. Since the report, Jason has seen 

renewed interest and activity for church planting in the East.  (See the Multiply East Kentucky 

article.)  Creekside Church has also been planted in Pike County.  

 

At the time of Jason’s report there was one Kentucky Baptist 

church for every 1,768 residents in Kentucky. New churches 

and revitalized churches are needed everywhere. However, the 

greatest needs appear to be in the East Region. 

 

Jason encourages people to review his 2016 report2, discover 

areas most in need of new churches, and pray about how God 

might use them and their church. He concludes, “The needs 

are vast, and it is going to take all of us working together to 

penetrate the lostness in our state with the light of the gospel 

of Jesus Christ.” 

 

Prayer Requests: 
* "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 

few. Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the 

harvest to send out laborers into his harvest" (Luke 

10:2 ESV).  

* That people “from Pikeville to Paducah, and 

everywhere in between” would answer God’s call to 

share the gospel, plant new churches, and work 

together to witness a mighty spiritual movement. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1https://jasonalowe.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/glenmary-lostness-in-kentucky-report-2012.pdf 

 
2https://jasonalowe.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/2016-kentucky-regional-lostness-report.pdf  

 

Top 25 Counties in Need of Church 
Planting Efforts  
Ranking/County/Region 

1  Campbell  North Central 
2   Jessamine  North Central 
3  Bullitt   Central 
4  Rowan   East 
5  Pike   East 
6  Carter   East 
7  Floyd   East 
8  Johnson  East 
9  Kenton   North Central 

10  McCreary  South 
11  Boone   North Central 
12  Breathitt  East 
13  Knott   East 
14  Montgomery North Central 
15  Oldham  Central 
16  Greenup  East 
17  Martin   East 
18  Morgan  East 
19  Lawrence  East 
20  Laurel   South 
21  Lewis   East 
22  Madison  South 
23  Perry   East 
24  Grayson  South Central 
25  Magoffin  East 

https://jasonalowe.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/2016-kentucky-regional-lostness-report.pdf

