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Leader Background Information 
Kentucky Baptists observe the Season of Prayer for State Missions during September. The suggested date is 

September 9-16, 2018, however the prayer guides and lesson materials can be used at any time throughout the 

year.  

This year’s theme is Testify! Acts 20:24 ESV says: But I do no account my life of any value nor as precious to 

myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus to testify to the gospel 

of the grace of God. This emphasis will challenge Kentucky Baptists to testify to their faith and support 

ministries which share the gospel. 

The children’s study this year is Adopting Schools: Opening Doors. This study will demonstrate how 

“Kentucky Sacks of Love” in Benham and Bethlehem Baptist Church in Louisville testify to God’s love in local 

schools. 

You can find more information about the ministries of Kentucky Sacks of Love and Bethlehem Baptist Church 

in the Testify! Master Article. 

 
Teaching Options 
This study can be used in place of one of the sessions in the GA, RA, Children in Action, or other children’s 

ministry lesson plans in September. You may also choose to set aside a special time for this study during the 

Season of Prayer.  Please make additional copies of this material as needed. 

 

Session Outcomes 
Through this study children will: 

• Discover ways that Kentucky Sacks of Love and Bethlehem Baptist Church minister to school children and 

their families. 

• Learn how the plan of salvation is shared with school children. 

• Learn to pray for students and their families, teachers, principals, and other school personnel. 

• Participate in a ministry project for a local school. 

• Be challenged to support Kentucky missions and ministries by giving to the Eliza Broadus Offering® for 

state missions. 

 

Teacher Preparation 
1. Provide paper and pencils for each child. 

2. Mark the locations of Benham and Louisville with stickers on a Kentucky map. 

3. Print suggested teaching resources from kywmu.org/ebochildren. 

a. Acts 20:24 poster 

b. Pictures of Sacks of Love ministry and Bethlehem Baptist Church school ministries  

c. Plan of Salvation  

d. Reading 

e. Prayer Walk Signs 

4. Prepare to show “Sacks of Love” video from kywmu.org/ebochildren. 

5. Gather a backpack, a small package of crackers, a toothbrush, notebook, pair of shoes, a Bible, socks, and 

a stuffed animal. Hide the items within sight in your meeting room. You may want to hide enough items 

for number of children in your group. 



6. Visit slipdiscministries.com for an example of the Slip Disc Frisbees that Kentucky Sacks of Love uses 

to share the gospel. Order a Slip Disc Frisbee for each child or purchase flying discs at a local store and 

print the Plan of Salvation page for each child. If you choose to make your own, prepare a sample disc by 

gluing the Plan of Salvation page to the inside of a disc. 

7. Print the “Reading” page and pictures of Bethlehem Baptist School Ministries and place it in a children’s 

story book. Cover the front of the book with a piece of paper. Print Bethlehem Baptist Church Shares 

Jesus’ Love. 

8. Place “Prayer Walk Signs” in the hallways of your church. 

9. Gather supplies for teacher appreciation cards such as flower stamps, stamp pads, cardstock or 

construction paper, pencils, markers. 

10. Eliza Broadus Offering envelopes. 

11. Gather supplies to make Flying Discs: discs, copies of the Plan of Salvation page, scissors, glue, 

permanent markers. 

12. Before this session, call your local school’s Family Resource Center. Ask what school supplies are most 

needed. Request the needed school supplies from members of your church through church newsletters or 

social media. Gather donated school supplies, permanent markers, white or craft paper gift bags. 

 

Leading the Session 
Ask kids to think of their favorite subject in school without telling anyone. Invite kids, one at a time, to 

pantomime their favorite subject. Say: Today we are going to learn how missionaries share the good news at 

schools. We will have a pretend day of school. Get ready for Spelling!   

 

Spelling: Give each child a piece of paper and a pencil. Ask them to write their names and today’s date on their 

papers and number their papers one to five. (You may want to pair younger children with older children.) Say: 

Let’s take a spelling test. Give the following words in this order: 

1. ministry 

2. Jesus 

3. grace 

4. life 

5. testify 

 

Show the Acts 20:24 poster. Read the verse, stopping to ask kids to fill in the blanks using their spelling words. 

After words are completed, read the verse together. Say: Paul wanted others to know that knowing and 

following Jesus is the most important thing in life. He wanted everyone to know this so he “testified” or shared 

the good news of Jesus.  

 

Geography: Display the map of Kentucky. Say: Now it’s time for Geography. (Point to Benham.) Many people 

in this part of Kentucky are poor. Missionaries want to help them and tell them about Jesus. How do you think 

missionaries can help? Judy and Frankie Caulder are from South Carolina. They took a mission trip to Benham 

and learned that many students did not have food to eat on the weekends. Now the Caulder’s are directors of 

Kentucky Sacks of Love. They work with eight Family Resource Youth Service Centers to provide supplies for 

kids on the weekend.  

 

Show the “Sacks of Love” video. 

 

Hold up a backpack. Say: Let’s find what goes in the Sacks of Love. Look around the room and find one thing 

that you think might go in the backpack. After children have found all the items, pack the backpack. 

 

Say: Judy and Frankie have also included a Slip Disc Frisbee with the backpacks. Show the Frisbee and share 

the Plan of Salvation. Ask volunteers to read the scripture verses. 

 



 

Reading: Ask a child to find Louisville on the map. Say: Bethlehem Baptist Church in Louisville also finds 

ways to help school children, their families, and the people who work at Indian Trail Elementary School. Could 

I get someone to read how Bethlehem Baptist Church shares Jesus’ love? (Give the volunteer the book you 

have prepared. Ask him/her to read it aloud.) 

 

Recess: Say: We are going to take a prayer walk around the church. We’ll call this our recess time. Invite kids 

to go on a prayer walk through the church. Tell them that they will pretend the church is a school and pray for 

the needs on the signs. Divide kids into small groups. Assign an adult to prayer walk with each group. In 

addition to the prayers on the signs, kids may also offer their own prayer requests as they walk. 

 

Math: When all the children have returned to the meeting room, say: It’s time for math! Assign partners. Give 

each pair a pencil and a piece of paper. On the white board or chart paper, print  

  $ 875,000 

         $ 135,000 

      + $ 240,000 

 

Challenge partners to solve the math equation. Ask a volunteer to write the answer on the board. Ask another 

volunteer to read it. Say: Kentucky Baptist give an offering each year for Kentucky missions. $1,250,000 is the 

goal for this year. If we each give a little, we can make our goal. Give each child an Eliza Broadus Offering 

envelope and encourage them to give. 

 

Art: Say: Now it’s time for art! Choose one or more of the following ministry projects to complete. 

 

Teacher Appreciation Card: Give each child a blank notecard and a pencil. Instruct kids to write a 

message of appreciation to their teacher on the inside of the card. They may want to include a Bible verses 

such as Numbers 6:24-26,  

The LORD bless you 

    and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 

    and be gracious to you; 
 the LORD turn his face toward you 

    and give you peace. 

 

On the outside of the card, instruct kids to print “Thank you!” Provide stamps and stamp pads for kids to 

decorate their cards. Remind kids to pray for their teachers. 

 

Flying Disc: Give each child a copy of the Plan of Salvation. Instruct them 

to cut out the circle and glue it to the inside of the flying disc. Kids can 

decorate the outside of the disc with permanent markers. Challenge kids to 

give their flying discs to a friend at school. 

 

Gift bags of school supplies: Prepare gift bags of school supplies for 

children using donated school supplies and gift bags. Let children decorate the gift 

bags with permanent markers. Lead children to fill the gift bags. Pray for the 

children who will receive the supplies. 
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Closing Prayer Time 

Close the mission study with a time of prayer. 

• Pray for children who do not get enough to eat at home. 

• Pray for Kentucky Sacks of Love. 

• Pray for local churches to prayer walk and do other 

ministries at schools. 

• Pray for children to hear and understand the Plan of 

Salvation.  

• Pray for the children who will receive the school supplies 

you have collected. 

• Pray that Kentucky Baptists will give generously to the 

Eliza Broadus Offering for State Missions. 

• Pray that each of us will be faithful to Testify about Jesus 

to others. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 About the lesson writer: Stacy Nall serves as the 

Preschool/Children’s Consultant for Kentucky WMU.  
She teaches Girls in Action at Graefenburg Baptist 

Church. 

Missions Organizations for 
Children 

As a leader of children in your church, you can 
teach them to “Testify” through Girls in Action, 
Royal Ambassadors, and Children in Action. 
These missions organizations: 

• Help children apply the Bible to their lives 

• Teach children what God desires of them  

• Encourage children to live out the Great 
Commission 

• Teach children the importance of tithing and 
giving to support missions 

• Teach children how God is at work in the 
world through missions stories 

• Teach children how to pray and intercede for 
others 

 
For help in starting missions education for 
children, contact Kentucky WMU: 
▪ Stacy Nall, Preschool/Children’s Consultant 
▪ Jon Auten, Royal Ambassadors Consultant 
 
Kentucky WMU sponsors a number of missions 
events and activities for children throughout the 
year. Learn more: kywmu.org/children. 
 
You can also emphasize missions anytime 
through Plugin Missions. A variety of lesson plans 
and ministry ideas are available: 
kywmu.org/plugin. 
 
 


