
Teaching Guide for 
Preschool 

 
Prepared by Stacy Nall 
Preschool Consultant 

Kentucky WMU 
 

Leader Background Information 
Kentucky Baptists observe the Season of Prayer for State Missions during September. This year’s suggested 

date is September 10-17, 2017.  The theme, “Rise Up and Shine,” calls Christians in Kentucky to make a 

special effort to shine among internationals in their communities. Through the study of Friendship International, 

preschoolers will learn how God loves and cares for all people. Preschoolers and their leaders will discover 

ways to show God’s love to people from different countries. They will also learn the importance of giving to the 

Eliza Broadus Offering for State Missions so that ministries and missionaries throughout Kentucky can make a 

difference. Friendship International in West Union Association provides services, such as English classes, child 

care, social activities, and field trips to local places of interest. Friendship International meets at Immanuel 

Baptist Church in Paducah and is directed by Glenda Phillips. 

 

For more information about this ministry, see the Master Article and video clip which are included with the 

other state missions materials.   

 

Teaching Options 
This study is to be used with preschool children during Mission Friends. You may choose to set aside a special 

time for this study during the Season of Prayer. 

 

Session Outcomes 
Through this study, preschoolers will: 

• Learn that God loves and cares for all people. 

• Learn how to show God’s love to people of other 

nationalities. 

 

Teacher Preparation 
1. Secure a copy of the 2017 Rise Up and Shine DVD or 

visit the state missions pages on the web. Free 

resources referenced in this teaching plan to be printed 

are found on the enhanced DVD and on the web 

(kywmu.org/ebo) 

2. Print the Master Article. Read it to learn about 

Friendship International. 

3. Pray for the volunteers and participants at Friendship 

International. 

4. Read this lesson plan and choose two or more 

activities for interest centers. Gather the materials for 

those activities. 

5. Practice the chorus to “Jesus Loves Me” in Spanish. 

(See Group Time suggestions.) 

6. Gather a globe and an Eliza Broadus State Missions 

offering envelope. 

7. Optional: Purchase international snacks. (See Group Time suggestions.) 

2017 State Missions Emphasis Highlights 
Suggested Date:  September 10-17, 2017 

Suggested Scripture:  Isaiah 60:1-5 New Life 
Version, with verse 1a as focal verse: “Rise up 
and shine, for your light has come.” 

Music Suggestions: Rise Up, O Men of God; 
Rise and Shine; Arise, Your Light Is Come; 
Sunlight; Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone); 
Lead Me to the Cross; Shine, Let Your Light 
Shine 

Master Article (print from DVD/web) with 
information about ministries in Kentucky. 

Videos: 

• Introduction to 2017 Emphasis & Resources 

• Thank You from Joy Bolton 

• International Students 

• Friendship International 

• Ethnic/Language Missions 

• Internationals in Your Community – Nik 
Ripken 

• Bonus Videos: Operation Inasmuch and 
others 

All 2017 state missions materials and videos 

are also available online: www.kywmu.org/ebo 



 

 

Leading the Session 
As children arrive, lead them to the interest centers you have prepared. You can allow preschoolers to choose an 

interest area or complete each interest area as a whole group. Remember that preschool children learn through 

play. 

 

Interest Centers 

Art 
Preparation: Squirt white shaving cream into paper cups. Add drops of food coloring to each cup. Cover the 

table with a plastic table cloth. 

Guide preschoolers to stir each cup with a craft stick. Lead preschoolers to finger paint with the shaving cream. 
Challenge them to write the alphabet. Say: Helpers (volunteers) at Friendship International teach the alphabet 

to people who are learning English. 

 

Books 
Preparation: Gather Bibles and books about children from other countries, such as 

Around the World. (Order from: wmustore.com/around-the-world. Note: This is a 

downloadable book.)  

Print the following Bible thoughts and mark them in the Bibles: 

• God made us. Psalm 100:3 

• Jesus said, “Love one another.”  John 15:17 

• Help one another. Galatians 5:13 

• Be kind to each other. Ephesians 4:32 

Read the books about children from other countries. Challenge preschoolers to find Bible thoughts in the Bibles. 

Read each Bible thought. Say: Jesus wants us to love people from other countries. 

 

Homeliving 
Preparation: Prepare a simple menu for a pretend restaurant. Gather cups, plates, napkins, utensils, and play 

food. 

Say: Helpers from Friendship International take people from other countries to restaurants. Helpers tell them 

about Jesus. 

Invite preschoolers to play restaurant. They can pretend that some are waiters, some are people from another 

country, and some are helpers from Friendship International. Help preschoolers role play how they might help 

people from another country order at a restaurant. 

 

Nature 
Preparation: Gather hand mirrors, magnifying lenses, and pictures of children from other countries. 

Encourage preschoolers to use hand mirrors to look at themselves. Show them how to use magnifying lenses to 

look at their friends. Ask: How are you alike? How are you different?  

Show pictures of children from other countries. Ask: How are you different from these children? How are you 

alike? Say: Jesus loves these children, just as he loves you. 

 

Manipulatives 
Preparation: Print “Animal Match Cards” from the State Missions DVD. Cut apart the cards. 

Review words for zoo animals using the cards. Mix up the cards and lay them face down on the table in rows of 

three. Challenge boys and girls to take turns matching the words to the pictures by turning two cards over at a 

time. Say: Helpers at Friendship International teach children and adults how to read and speak English.  



 

Group Time  

1. Sing “Jesus Loves Me” as you invite preschoolers to the large group. Say: Everyone needs to know that 

Jesus loves them. People from other countries sing “Jesus Loves Me” in their language. Sing the chorus of 

“Jesus Loves Me” again in English. Teach the following chorus for “Jesus Loves Me” in Spanish. 

Si, Cristo me ama 

Si, Cristo me ama 

Si, Cristo me ama 

La Biblia dice asi 

2. Point to Kentucky on a globe. Say: We live in Kentucky. Name and point to other countries on the globe. 

Say: People who live in Mexico speak Spanish. People who live in Jordan speak Arabic. 

Say: Helpers at Friendship International teach English to people who have come to Kentucky from other 

countries. They also teach them that Jesus loves them. 

3. Tell the following story. 

 Sarah and Abraham* are a sister and brother who attended Friendship International childcare while 

their mother learned English. Sarah and Abraham came from the country of Jordan. They speak a 

language called Arabic. Things were new and different for them in Kentucky. They learned that Kentucky 

has green grass and snow in the winter. The food was different, too. Abraham and Sarah were used to 

hummus, olives, and sesame crackers. Have you ever tried hummus or olives or sesame crackers?  

 While their mother studied English, Abraham and Sarah learned the English alphabet. They learned that 

apple begins with “A” and boat begins with “B” and cat begins with “C.” Discovering the many different 

types of animals was fun! They talked about some animals that lived in zoos, some lived on farms, and 

some lived with people and became pets. Sarah and Abraham got to play in a playhouse and build with 

blocks. Abraham especially liked the cars, trucks, and blocks. Reading books was a favorite activity of 

Sarah’s. She really liked one book about nurses and doctors. That book showed people being kind to 

others and taking good care of them. Abraham and Sarah also liked making pictures with crayons, 

construction paper, scissors, and glue.  

 When it was time to start preschool, Sarah and Abraham were ready because they learned many things, 

including English, while their mother studied English. 

*Names have been changed 

4. Show the Eliza Broadus State Missions offering envelope. Ask: What goes in this envelope? We put money 

in it to give an offering to God’s work. When we give to missions, we help the people at Friendship 

International buy the things they need to help people from other countries. Pray for the people at 

Friendship International. 

5. Sing, “Friends are Knocking,” page 30 from Sing to the Tune (order from 

wmustore.com/sing-to-the-tune). 

Optional: Provide snacks from other countries, such as tortilla chips, hummus, sesame 

crackers, and dates. (Check the international food aisle at your grocery for more snack 

ideas.)  Allergy Alert: Check for any allergies before serving preschoolers. 



Kentucky WMU, 13420 Eastpoint Centre Drive, Louisville, KY  40223 
502-489-3534 or 866-489-3534 – www.kywmu.org/ebo 

 

 
 
Missions for Preschoolers 
As a leader of preschoolers in your church, you can teach them to “Rise Up and 

Shine” through Mission Friends. This missions organization is for preschoolers from 

birth through kindergarten. In Mission Friends boys and girls become more aware of 

God’s love and learn that others need to hear about God’s love. Mission Friends 

focuses on helping preschoolers grow spiritually as they learn about missions. 

 

For help in starting Mission Friends, contact: 

Stacy Nall, Preschool/Children’s Consultant 

Kentucky WMU 

13420 Eastpoint Centre Dr. 

Louisville, KY 40223 

502-489-3454 

 

About the lesson writer: Stacy Nall serves as 
the Preschool/Children’s Consultant for 

Kentucky WMU. 


