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Text- 1 Peter 3:13-17 

 

CIT (Central Idea of Text)- Believers are called to share the hope of Christ graciously and humbly in the 

midst of suffering. 

 

Thesis- We are called to share the hope we have in Christ graciously and humbly in the midst of 

suffering. 

 

Introduction 

 

1 Peter is a call to action.  In fact, after describing how believers are born again by the great mercy of 

God through Jesus (1:3ff), Peter summons his audience to prepare their minds for action (1:13ff).  One 

gets the feel that Peter is preparing his audience for war.  This war is not a traditional war fought with 

conventional weapons, but one where Jesus followers are called to be sober, fix their hope on Christ, not 

be conformed to lusts, and to be holy (1:13-15).   

 

An underlying theme runs throughout the letter—suffering is part of the Christian experience and 

believers are to respond to suffering in a godly way.  Peter writes to believers scattered along Asia 

Minor (modern-day Turkey).  He speaks about the difficulties of their various trials, which tests the 

genuineness of their faith, a faith more precious than gold.  This testing will result in praise and glory at 

the coming of Jesus (1:6-7).  But how do Christian live such lives in the midst of suffering that result in 

the praise and glory of Jesus at His coming? 

 

Specifically, Peter calls us to share the hope we have in Christ graciously and humbly in the midst of 

suffering.  We might summarize it by saying, we are called to be ready—live ready. 

 

Body 

 

Be ready, live ready by… 

 

First, fearing God alone (v 13-14). 

 

 What can man do to us (vv 13-14)?  The foundation for believers to be ready, to live ready in 

the midst of suffering is their fear or confidence in God.  In verses 13-14, Peter reminds his listeners that 

God is the sole object of our reverence or fear.  In essence, Peter is saying, “You can harm me, but you 

can’t harm me.  You can (even) kill me, but you can’t kill me.” I am reminded of Jesus’ warning of 



things to come in Luke 21.  Apparently, persecution will intensify in those days, as believers are 

imprisoned and even killed because of Jesus, but not a hair of their head will perish (Luke 21:10-19).  At 

the end of the day, man is not the object of our fear; God is.   

In fact, a certain blessing comes to those who suffer for the sake of righteousness (i.e., the 

gospel) (1 Peter 3:14).  This is not a suffering for doing what is wrong, but for what is right—for living 

the gospel in a hostile world.  The blessing of God is promised to those who suffer for Christ.  Peter no 

doubt is recalling Jesus’ own sermon addressing suffering— “Blessed are those who have been 

persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matt 5:10).  What one 

endures in suffering for the gospel pales in comparison to what one receives because of gospel suffering.   

Peter then quotes from Isaiah 8:12—“And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled.”  

In context, Isaiah warns Judah to not fear their opponents.  Enemies from the northeast threaten the 

existence of God’s people.  Judah is giving serious consideration to forming an alliance with the 

Egyptians, but Isaiah warns the people to not make this mistake nor to fear those coming against them.  

The prophet goes on to say, “It is the Lord of hosts whom you should regard as holy, and He shall be 

your fear, and He shall be your dread” (Isaiah 8:13).   

Being ready, living ready begins with a proper place of fear, reverence.  What man may do is 

temporary, but what God does is eternal.   

 

Second, revering Christ as Lord in our hearts (lives) (v 15a). 

 

 Being ready—living ready also involves revering Christ as Lord in our hearts.  Because we are to 

fear God alone, we should not fear the threats of others.  Instead, the believer must sanctify (set apart, 

consecrate) Christ as Lord in their heart.  In other words, believers not only need to know that Jesus is 

Lord, but they must regularly remind themselves that He is Lord.  When there is but one Sovereign, who 

shall we fear besides Him?   

 When a man encounters the risen Lord, he is changed.  We often refer to Peter as the apostle 

with the foot-shaped mouth.  He often talked a big game, but didn’t always back it up.  For example, on 

the night of Jesus’ arrest he informs the disciples that they will all fall way because of Him.  Peter 

quickly replies, “Even if the rest of these guys fall away, I will not” (Mark 14:29)!  In fact, he boasts, 

“Even if I have to die with you, I will not deny You” (Mark 14:31)! 

 Hours later we find Peter fearful of a young servant girl who identifies him as a Jesus follower 

(Mark 14:66ff).  Fast-forward to Acts 4, where Peter and John are arrested for proclaiming the gospel.  

They are threatened to never speak the name of Jesus again, or the religious leaders will do to them what 

they did to Jesus.  Peter replies boldly, “Do what you need to do, but we can’t help but speak about what 

we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19-20).  

 What’s the difference between Peter’s reply to an accusation from a young servant girl and 

threats from the religious leaders?  Nothing from their perspective, but everything from Peter’s.  You 

see, Peter had come to grips, or rather had been gripped by the reality that Jesus is Lord.  When you 

have met and know the resurrected Lord, all else pales in comparison.   

Revering or sanctifying Christ as Lord in our hearts is about preaching the gospel to ourselves.  

It’s about a continual posture before the Lord.  It is about recognizing His reign and rule not only over 

our own lives, but over all of life—over all things.  If this submission is the posture of our lives, then 

what can man do to us?  Christ is Lord! 

 

Third, giving a gracious and humble reason for the hope of Christ in us (v 15b). 

 

 As we rehearse the gospel in our minds regularly, and specifically Jesus’ Lordship over us, we 

will be in a mindset ready to give a gracious and humble reason for our continual hope. While Peter’s 

audience faced suffering that was at the very least verbal, but perhaps even physical, he challenges these 



believers to use their sufferings as opportunities for gospel advancement (notice that Peter describes 

their sufferings as various trials [1:6]; as a fiery ordeal [4:12]; and as sharing in the suffering of Christ 

[4:13]).  Being ready—living ready for such gospel opportunities comes only as the gospel is central in 

our lives.  When Christ is reigning in our hearts, He naturally flows out of our mouths.  No situation, 

albeit good or bad, catches us off guard and finds us unable to give a word of witness about Jesus Christ 

our Lord.   

 The word translated in many versions as “defense” is from a Greek word where we get our 

English word “apology” or even “apologetics” (logical defense).  Peter is not saying that we are to 

apologize for our faith, in the sense that we have believed or done something wrong.  Rather, he calls his 

listeners to give an answer for the hope they have, especially in the midst of suffering.  While not 

everyone will have formal apologetic training, every believer is to offer gospel testimony for why they 

live the way they live and believe what they believe.  Peter is not calling here for formal apologetic 

education (training) per se, but rather for faithful proclamation.   As God opens doors for gospel 

advancement (especially in the midst of suffering), believers are to speak the gospel faithfully and 

clearly.  This faithful and clear declaration of the gospel flows naturally and freely from hearts whose 

focus is continually on Jesus as Lord. 

 Peter describes the way in which we are to speak up about the gospel.  While we are commanded 

to speak a word (“give an account”) about our hope in Christ, we are to do so with “gentleness” and 

“reverence”.  There is no room for arrogance in sharing the gospel when we realize that none deserve 

the gospel, especially ourselves.  In a world of opposition to the gospel, whether in Asia Minor or the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky, our words about the gospel must match the action of the gospel.  It’s hard 

to be gruff and at the same time speak to people about the hope of grace found in Jesus alone.  Well…it 

should be hard to be gruff and speak about grace.  Peter, therefore, beckons us to share this gospel 

gently, even if others are not gentle with us.  It is also hard to show fear for God alone when we are 

cowering before others.  Peter’s use of “reverence” in verse 15 could also carry the idea of respect.  The 

goal of making a defense with the gospel is not to win an argument against an opponent, but to see a life 

changed.  Peter wants us to realize that while what we share about the gospel matters immensely, the 

way in which we share the gospel is not irrelevant.  What we share in sharing the gospel is primary, but 

how we share it has perhaps never been more important.   

 As opposition to the gospel grows in Kentucky, we must be sensitive not only to what we say 

about the hope found in Jesus alone, but how we say it.  God has placed us in the Commonwealth of 

Kentucky to be light and salt.  So, be ready—live ready to speak the truth of the gospel, but do so 

graciously and humbly.    

  

 

Fourth, doing what’s right even when the world says it’s wrong (vv 16-17). 

 

 Peter’s concern for his listeners is that their profession matches their possession.  In other words, 

what they profess must match what they say they possess—hope in Christ.  When accusations come 

against us in our homes, places of work, schools, communities, Jesus followers are to maintain a good 

conscience.  Accusations are groundless when what we say and how we live match the reality of the 

gospel.  In fact, those against us will be put to shame.  This shame will either be in the present as some 

believers may be vindicated from their accusations, or it may refer to the future vindication with Christ’s 

coming.  Either way, those whose words and lives match the gospel will stand tall in the end.  

 Peter’s conclusion of final vindication is grounded in our “good behavior in Christ”.  The 

promise is for doing what’s right even when the world says it’s wrong, and not for suffering for doing 

what’s wrong.  In fact, it is far better to suffer for doing what is right than for doing what is wrong.  

Suffering for the gospel will produce a blessing.  Suffering for doing what is wrong will produce…well, 

more suffering.  Notice that Peter says, “if God should will it so…”  As we are ready and live ready the 
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gospel, God very well may allow suffering in our lives.  In those times, we must remember that Jesus is 

Lord and our suffering for the gospel is an opportunity for its advancement.  

 

 

Conclusion 

 

In Acts 5 the gospel is advancing through Jerusalem.  The religious leaders have had enough, so 

they arrest the apostles.  During the night an angel releases them from prison and tells them to go to the 

temple and preach the gospel.  After realizing the apostles have escaped, the religious leaders confront 

them once again.  The leaders hold a meeting and decide to allow the apostles to go free, but first they 

threaten them and flog them.   

 The apostles leave “rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His 

name” (Acts 5:41).  They continue, however, to preach Jesus. By the time we come to Acts 8, 

persecution breaks out against the church in Jerusalem.  Believers are scattered and go about preaching 

Jesus (Acts 8:4).  The gospel spreads north to Antioch and a church is formed.  In  

Acts 11 we are told that because of persecution (of Stephen) the gospel spreads and some men (no 

names are mentioned) are the culprits for this advancement. 

 No one by name, proclaiming the Name.  God, if He wills, uses the suffering of His people for 

the spreading of His fame.  Average people living out an extraordinary gospel for the glory of God in the 

midst of suffering.  He did it then; He is doing it again.  Be ready. Live ready!  

The 2016 state missions sermon was prepared by Dr. Doug Williams, Missions Strategist, 

Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

 


