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Leader Background Information 
Kentucky Baptists observe the Season of Prayer for State Missions during September. This year’s suggested 

date is September 11-18, 2016.  The theme is “Be Ready-Live Ready.” Preschoolers and their leaders will be 

challenged to learn how to share the love of Jesus and then do it!  They will also learn the importance of giving 

to the Eliza Broadus Offering for State Missions so that ministries and missionaries throughout Kentucky can 

make a difference. This study focuses on God’s Appalachian Partnership (GAP). North American missionaries 

John and Shaughanessy Morris live ready to share the gospel by meeting spiritual and physical needs of the 

people in Appalachia. GAP is located in McDowell. Poverty and social issues are widespread. 

 

For more information about this ministry, see the Master Article and video clip which are included with the 

other state missions materials.   

 

Teaching Options 
This study is to be used with preschool children during Mission Friends. You may choose to set aside a special 

time for this study during the Season of Prayer. 

 

Teacher Preparation 
1. Read about GAP in the Master Article and watch the 

video about the ministry. 

2. Read through this lesson plan and choose activities for 

interest centers. 

3. Gather needed supplies for the centers and group time. 

4. Pray for GAP ministry and for the children who will 

participate in this learning experience. 

 
Supplies Needed 
Choose activities before gathering supplies; two choices are 

provided for each interest center. Depending on activities 

chosen, supplies that you may need include: 

 Map of Kentucky 

 Baby items such as a diaper, bottle, bib, baby spoon, 

teething toy, baby wash cloth 

 Play food or clean empty food packages 

 Play hair dryer, comb/brush, and curling iron 

 Bible 

 Books and puzzles about Jesus 

 Construction paper, glue, and magazines with 

pictures of things we need such as food, clothes, and school supplies 

 Drawing paper, crayons, or markers 

 Plants – flowers or vegetables, soil, and containers for planting 

 Preschool safety scissors 

 

2016 State Missions Emphasis Highlights 
Suggested Date:  September 11-18, 2016 

Suggested Scripture:  1 Peter 3:15-17, with 
verse 15 as focal verse: “But honor the Messiah 
as Lord in your hearts. Always be read to give a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you.” 

Music Suggestions: Ready, Let Others See 
Jesus in You, I Love to Tell the Story, The King Is 
Coming, Open My Eyes. 

Master Article (print from DVD) – information 
about eight ministries in Kentucky. 

Videos: 

 Introduction to 2016 Emphasis & Resources 

 Refuge Louisville 

 Impact Ministry & CWJC 

 God’s Appalachian Partnership 

 BREAK Time Ministries 

 Operation Inasmuch Kentucky 

All 2016 state missions materials and videos 

are also available online: www.kywmu.org/ebo 



Leading the Session 

As children arrive, direct them to a center of their interest or invite them to join you at an interest center. You 

may include the mission story as you work in centers or have a circle time to tell the story. Remember that 

preschool children learn through play. 

 

Interest Centers 

Homeliving 

1. Play beauty shop. Gather play hair dryer, comb/brush and curling iron; allow children to fix hair. (share 

the story of Gwen from the mission story). 

2. Shop for food. Set up a place with either play foods or clean, empty food packages. Allow children to 

play “shop for food.” If available, have shopping bags or shopping carts. Share that GAP provides food 

to families that are in need. 

Puzzles/Books 

Prepare a quiet area for books and puzzles. It could just be a rug with a basket of books and pillow for the 

children to sit or place books and puzzles on a shelf with a rocking chair. Providing small stuffed animals in this 

area is fun also. Children can pretend to read to the animals. 

1. A Bible and books that tell about Jesus. Share that our missionary from GAP, John Morris, tells people 

about Jesus. 

2. Puzzles could include: Jesus and the Children, Jesus Feeding the Crowd, Jesus Prepares Breakfast, 

Jesus’ Birth, Community Helpers, The Church 

Art 

1. Give each child a sheet of construction paper and a glue stick. Help children choose magazine pictures 

of food, clothes, and school supplies. Let each child make a collage and share that GAP helps families in 

need of these items. 

2. Give each child a sheet of drawing paper, markers, or crayons to draw “My Family.” Ask children about 

their drawing and help them label their family members. 

Nature 

1. Help children plant a flower or vegetable plant in containers for children to take home. 

2. Take the children outside to a grassy area. Ask the children to sit in a circle with you. Give each child a 

pair of preschool safety scissors and allow them to cut grass. Share the story of Gwen getting a haircut at 

GAP. 

 

Group Time 

Game: “What’s Missing?”  

Gather the children in a circle. Show baby items such as a diaper, bottle, bib, baby spoon, teething toy, baby 

wash cloth. Talk about each item and why a baby needs that item. Place all the items in the middle and ask the 

children to close their eyes. Remove one item and place it behind your back. Tell the children they can open 

their eyes. Ask, “What’s missing?” When a child’s guess is correct, replace the item. The child that guessed 

correctly takes a turn removing an item. Play as long as children are interested in the game. 

 

Story: Families hear about Jesus at GAP.  

Items needed: a map of Kentucky, a child’s coat wrapped as a Christmas gift, and an Eliza Broadus Offering 

envelope.  



Kentucky WMU, 13420 Eastpoint Centre Drive, Louisville, KY  40223 
502-489-3534 or 866-489-3534 – www.kywmu.org/ebo 

 

Say: We are going to hear a story about how John and Shaughanessy Morris tell 

people who live in the Appalachia mountain range of Kentucky about Jesus. John 

and his wife are missionaries and they serve Jesus in a place called GAP (God’s 

Appalachian Partnership).  GAP is in a city called McDowell in the state of 

Kentucky. Can we find McDowell on the map? And look at the marks on the map, 

this means that there are mountains around McDowell. Now let’s find where we 

live. Look how (far or close) we are to McDowell. 

In the Appalachia mountain range of Kentucky, some people live in poverty. Can 

you say, poverty? Does anyone know what poverty means? It’s a big word and it 

means that your family does not have enough money to buy all the food, clothes, or school supplies you need. 

Your parents don’t even have enough money to keep your house looking good. Oh no, you might not even have 

a house! That is sad, but GAP is there to help. John and his staff are helpers. 

Let me tell you how the people at GAP helped Sarah. Sarah and her family moved to the area and her job did 

not provide enough money for everything her family needed.  Sarah and her husband have three girls and one 

of them needed diapers. Sarah prayed and told God that she needed diapers. She went to GAP and they had one 

package of diapers left in her daughter’s size. At Christmas, John and his helpers brought a gift for each of the 

girls. (Unwrap the Christmas gift with the children.) I wonder what Sarah’s daughters received for Christmas? 

Oh, look, coats! God provided for Sarah’s family through GAP.  

Also, let me tell you how Gwen learned that God loves her. Gwen lives in McDowell and she had not had her 

hair cut in several years. She did not feel pretty. Gwen came to GAP and do you know who was there? A 

mission team. This team offered haircuts. Gwen had her long hair cut short. When John (the missionary) saw 

her, he said, “Gwen, I love your hair, it’s beautiful.” Gwen cried because she had never felt beautiful. The 

missionary told her, “Gwen, you are beautiful because God created you.”  

Gwen and Sarah know that Jesus loves them today, because John and other helpers at GAP told them about 

Jesus’ love.  

Show the children an Eliza Broadus Offering envelope. Explain that your church receives an offering for 

Kentucky missions at this time of year called the Eliza Broadus Offering. This offering helps us have Kentucky 

missionaries like John Morris to tell people about Jesus. It also provides supplies for ministries all over our 

state.  

Let’s pray and thank God for our missionary, John. Let’s pray for more helpers that will tell about Jesus. And 

we can pray for all the families that come to GAP and for people in our church to give to the Eliza Broadus 

Offering. 
 

Helping GAP 
If you would like to donate items to GAP or volunteer, visit www.gapky.org or call 1-606-377-0332.  You can 

see pictures from GAP on Facebook: www.facebook.com/gapky. 
 

Missions for Preschoolers 
As a leader of preschoolers in your church, you can teach them to “Live Ready” through Mission Friends. This 

missions organization is for preschoolers from birth through kindergarten. In Mission Friends boys and girls 

become more aware of God’s love and learn that others need to hear about God’s love. Mission Friends focuses 

on helping preschoolers grow spiritually as they learn about missions. 

 
For help in starting Mission Friends, contact: 

Stacy Nall, Preschool/Children’s Consultant 

Kentucky WMU 

13420 Eastpoint Centre Dr. 

Louisville, KY 40223 

502-489-3454 

 

About the lesson writer: Denise Gardner 
serves as the Office Manager and Acteens 

Specialist for Kentucky WMU. She has many 
years of experience as a preschool teacher 

and Missions Friends leader. 

http://www.gapky.org/
http://www.facebook.com/gapky


  

A volunteer restocks the shelves with food at GAP. 



 

John Morris 


