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Neil Livingstone was a tea-totaling Sunday School teacher who passed out gospel tracts as he went door 

to door in his sale of tea. Neal read extensively and book son theology, travel, and missionary 

enterprises were things he enjoyed reading the most. He and his wife had seven children and his deep 

faith had a profound impact on them, especially their second child, a son by the name of David.  

David’s older brother John yearned to be wealthy and to make a name for himself; and he worked hard 

to do so. In 1840 David was now a medical doctor when he had opportunity to hear Robert Moffatt, a 

missionary to South Africa speak. Moffatt said “Every morning when I get up and look at the horizon, I 

see the smoke from a thousand villages where the name of Christ has never been heard.” That one 

statement convicted David. He spoke to Moffatt afterwards and God so gripped his heart he soon left 

with Moffatt for South Africa; he later married Moffatt’s daughter. 

David would spend 32 years in Africa where he crossed the African continent several times, mapping 

much of it as he crossed. His calling was to be a medical missionary and bring medical care to those 

who had no access to it. He also fought against the slave trade that was rampant at that time.  

On May 1, 1873, about 3:00 AM people in Livingstone’s makeshift camp heard a noise in his tent. 

When they went to investigate they found Dr. Livingstone dead from Malaria; they found him kneeling 

by his cot in prayer. Per his request they cut out his heart and buried it under an Mpundu tree. The rest of 

his body was shipped back to England and buried at Westminster Abbey. In writing about his burial 

David Livingstone wrote, “My heart has always been here (Africa), and this is where I want my heart to 

stay.” 

On June 22, 1900, John, David’s brother who had a yearning to be rich and make a name for himself 

passed away. By now he was a very wealthy having emigrated to North America where he owned a 

store and farmed. He later became a chemist and was very successful; it seemed as though he had the 

“Midas Touch” as everything he tried turned to “gold”. Yet when his obituary appeared on June 22, 

1900 in the Sydney Herald, the first sentence simply said John Livingstone, the elder brother of the great 

African missionary David passed away recently. There was not a mention of his farming, his being a 

successful business man and chemist, nor his vast wealth he had accumulated.  

When your obituary is written how will it read? What will it say? That you were a great preacher? That 

you pastored a great church? That you were a great denominational leader? That you were a prolific 

author writing books and blogs? Or will it say something like, “they died with a great heart for missions 

and a deep desire for all to be saved?” 

 



Title: Where is your heart today? 

Text: Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8 

A man hated his wife’s cat and decided one day he would get rid of it. One day when his wife was out 

he put the cat in his car and drove it about 20 blocks where he calmly set it out and drove home. On his 

way to the house he remembered they were out of a few things so he stopped at the grocery store. After 

picking up the items they needed as he pulled into his driveway, there was the cat walking up the 

driveway. The next day he decided to try again to get rid of the cat. After his wife left he put the cat into 

his car and took it 40 blocks where he set it out. The same thing happened as he pulled into the 

driveway, there was the cat walking toward the door. Each day he would increase the number of blocks 

he took the cat, only to have the cat beat him home every time. One day he was at the end of his rope. 

As soon as the wife was gone he loaded up the cat and headed toward the countryside. He went several 

miles outside of the city where he turned right onto a gravel road and went a couple more miles with a 

few right turns and left turns mixed in just to be sure the cat would be lost.  

Hours later the house phone rang and the man’s wife answered it. He asked, “Lynn honey, is the cat 

home?” She said “Yes, why do you ask?” The man then showed his frustration as he said, “Put the cat 

on the phone, I’m lost and need directions!” You and I do not need directions about where we are to go 

or what we are to do. What we need is a willingness to be obedient, no matter the cost.  

I often have opportunity to preach at various places to other pastors and I almost always preach about 

missions. Someone once asked why I preach on missions to a bunch of preachers. Because as Leonard 

Ravenhill once said, “Jehovah Witnesses don’t believe in hell and neither do most Christians.” 

Four things from the text I want us to see. 

First – There is the WHAT of missions: 

Acts 1:8 does not say “try to be” or “you should be my witnesses,” it says “you shall be witnesses to 

Me.” As you read these words you have likely already been a witness today. Maybe it was the barista at 

Starbucks or the drive through window person at McDonalds. Maybe it was the way you handled the 

traffic on the way in to work, or the interaction with the people you work around. As a child of God it is 

not a matter of if you are a witness; that has been established. The real issue is what kind of a witness 

have you been? 

My first pastorate was in Anderson, SC. It was about 9:15 PM and our two small children were already 

in bed in their rooms in the parsonage when a Kentucky Fried Chicken commercial came on. I love fried 

chicken and often joke that my belts are ‘leathers fences around chicken graveyards!’ I looked at my 

wife and she knew what I was thinking. I was soon in our Oldsmobile headed into town for a couple of 

2-piece meals. As I pulled up it was about 9:30 and the door said they were open until 10:00. So I pulled 

up to the drive-through speaker where a pleasant voice said “Welcome to KFC, can I take your order 

please?” I ordered two 2-piece meals with French fries as a side and diet cokes to drink. There was a 

silent pause and then that same pleasant voice said, “Sir, we have the fries and the diet cokes but we are 

out of chicken for the night.” There was no one behind me so I backed up to where I could see their 

large sign and sure enough it said “KFC” which I knew meant Kentucky Fried chicken. I pulled back up 

to the drive-through speaker and heard the same pleasant voice “Welcome to KFC, can I take your order 

please?” I responded with, “I want two 2-piece meals with fries and Diet Cokes.” Now the pleasant 

voice sounded slightly irritated and responded, “Sir, as I said a moment ago we have the fries and Diet 



Cokes but we are completely out of chicken for the night.” Here’s my point in telling this story. KFC 

was advertising one thing on their sign but offering something completely different when you tried to 

experience their food. When we say “… Baptist Church” on a sign we are advertising that this is where a 

person can find Jesus. But in many of our churches, as people arrive we offer things like Sunday School, 

Discipleship Training, Brotherhood, WMU, choirs, and committees, which are all good things in their 

own right. But when they show up the one thing people anticipate us sharing with them, namely a 

personal relationship with Jesus is nowhere to be found.   

I have looked at many of church signs that said that church was a “missionary” Baptist church. I then 

wondered when was the last time someone from that church went on a mission trip or the last time when 

a missionary spoke there. I wonder if I were able to look at their church budgets would it show a 

commitment to missions. Many churches that I know that call themselves ‘missionary’ have very small 

Cooperative Program giving and little given to the special missions offerings as well. On their sign they 

are advertising one thing but what is offered once you are inside is everything but what’s on the sign.  

The word “witness” in Acts 1:8 is a Greek word from which we get our word “martyr”. Now when I 

hear ‘martyr’ I think of historical people like Joan of Arc or John Huss. Or I think of more contemporary 

martyrs like the 21 Egyptian Coptic Christians recently beheaded by ISIS because they would not 

renounce their faith. So putting Acts 1:8 into context we all are called to be “martyrs.” Suicide bombers 

and terrorists have made the word ‘martyr’ a negative for most who hear it. But as a Christian witness-

martyr as is found in Acts 1:8, we are simply saying we have surrendered our life to Christ. 

James Calvert served as a missionary to the cannibals of the Fiji Islands. On his first voyage there as the 

ship approached land the Captai warned Calvert “You will lose your life and the lives of those with you 

if you go among such savages.” Calvert responded “We died before we came here.” I died December 24, 

1978, they day I received Christ. Now it is not me living but Christ living in me. As a believer in Christ 

the same is true for you. If people who are living for a false god are willing to die for that god, how 

much more should we be willing to offer up our lives in complete surrender to Christ?  

The ‘what’ of missions is that we are “witnesses” of and for Christ.  

Second – There is the why and where of missions 

The Great Commission in Matthew 28 and Acts 1:8 are joined at the hip; they are very much connected. 

The Great Commission gives explicit instructions about what should happen and Acts 1:8 spells out 

where it should happen.  

If we were to look at the Great commission and I asked you to pick out the words that were the most 

important many would say “Go”, or “make disciples”, “baptizing”, or “nations.” They are all important 

words and I don’t mean to diminish their significance. “Go” is the imperative; the command to us. 

“Disciples” implies we are making fully devoted followers of Christ. “Baptizing” and “teaching” are 

both certainly important words to understand. But as I reread this text I think one of the most important 

if not the most important word in Christ’s commission to the Church is the word “them.” Behind every 

“them” is a soul that Jesus died for. We see the numbers of 7+ billion people on earth and we are easily 

overwhelmed by the number of lost people. That’s why it is important to understand that missions is not 

a plan or a program but it’s about people; the “thems” of the world. Jesus did not die for building, 

budgets, or business meetings. He did not die for committees, choirs, or even churches. Jesus died for 

people!  



According to the International Mission Board (IMB) there are approximately 7.1 billion people on earth 

today. Each one of them have been made “in the image of God.” The IMB states they have 4,842 

missionaries on the field today. But there are 11,243 people groups in the world today. This means for 

every missionary currently on the field there are 2.3 people groups. Of these people groups 6,538 or 4+ 

million are called unreached people groups (UPG) people have less than 2% of their people who are 

Christians. If every Southern Baptist missionary spoke to 10 people a day from those 6,538 people 

groups about a personnel relationship with Christ it would take more than 226 years. There are 3,014 

unengaged unreached people groups (UUPG) making up 1.7 billion people. Unengaged unreached 

means there is no one that is currently trying to share Christ with them. If each missionary shared Christ 

with 10 a day from these 3,014 people groups it would take 96+ years to see each one. The numbers are 

staggering! If we assigned 1 missionary for every person in an unreached people group, there would be 1 

missionary for every 826,000 people. And that’s not all the lost people; it’s just those in the unreached 

people groups (about 4 billion).  

In 1904 William Borden graduated from a Chicago area high school. As heir to the Borden milk fortune 

he was already in essence very wealthy. When he graduated at the age of 16, his parents sent him on a 

trip around the world as a graduation present. William was a Christian and as he traveled he began feel a 

burden for the hurting of the world. At one point on the trip he wrote home expressing a desire to be a 

missionary. A friend, in disbelief of this desire, said he was “throwing his life away.” In response, 

William Borden took a piece of paper and wrote the words “No Reserves” and stuck the paper in his 

bible.  

William enrolled in college at Yale. He started meeting with one of his classmates each morning where 

they would look at a verse of scripture and discuss its meaning then pray before heading off to class. 

Word spread and by the end of his freshman year, 150 students were meeting weekly for bible study and 

prayer. By the time William Borden was a senior, 1,000 of the 1,300 on campus students were meeting 

in bible study groups. While a student at Yale he started the Yale Hope Mission to rehabilitate drunks. 

He also had a ministry to widows and orphans while there.  

In his persona prayer time Borden's call to missions narrowed to the Muslim Kansu people in China. 

Once God fixed his heart on that people group he never wavered. He would often challenge his 

classmates to consider a call to missions. 

Upon graduation from Yale, William Borden turned down several offers of high-paying jobs. He would 

not renounce his calling so his father told him: “You will never work in this company again”. At this 

Borden pulled out the piece of paper in his bible and added the words “No Retreats,” dated it, and put it 

back into his bible.  

Borden graduated from Princeton Seminary and set sail for China. Because his calling was to reach 

Chinese Muslims, he stopped off in Egypt to study Arabic. While there he contracted spinal meningitis 

and died a month later.  

As his room was cleaned out and his possessions boxed up, his Bible was found under his pillow with 

the piece of paper inside. He had added two more words just days before his death. He had written the 

words “No Regrets.”  



I want to live my life with no reserves. I don’t want to hold anything back but give the Lord my all. I 

want to live such that I would show no retreat. Rather than retreat I want to charge the very gates of hell 

with the hope of the gospel. Finally, when I reach the end of my life, I hope to be able to add the words 

no regrets to the paper that describes my life; to the paper that shows how I followed Christ.  

In looking toward 2015 our IMB ‘field leadership’ (missionaries who serve over other missionaries) 

state we could easily deploy about 700 new personnel this year. One of the consultants for Kentucky 

emailed me and said, “Looking ahead, due to the limited resources available, we will likely be able to 

send only about ½ of that number. As you know, the primary source of funds to send new personnel 

continues to be the Cooperative Program and Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. If the resources were 

available, we are confident we could recruit and send the 700 as indicated as being strategic by field 

leadership for 2015.  At any given time we have approximately 1000 persons in the application process. 

We are thrilled that men and women from our Southern Baptist Churches are still offering themselves 

for service as cross cultural missionaries, but the IMB can send only as many as Southern Baptists will 

support”   

But let’s bring this a little closer to home. The population in our Commonwealth is about 4.413 million. 

The unchurched and ‘dechurched’ (were in church at one time but now) total 81% of our population. For 

me in Warren County that means 96,000 people will not be in the church I pastor nor in any other 

church. If the 81% number is correct there are 3,574,530 lost people in Kentucky. Acts 1:8 teaches our 

evangelism should begin in on Jerusalem but we cannot let it end there. Your neighbor next door or 

across the street; are they saved? Do they know Christ? Do you know if they know Christ? 

1st – The what of missions – “witnesses” – literally martyrs giving our life away 

2nd – The why of missions – to reach the “them” all the way to the “ends of the earth” 

Third – there is the who of missions 

Most would agree that a person’s last words, especially if they know they are dying, those words are 

important. We tend to hang on the dying words of some. Some people’s last words are humorous. 

General John Sedgwick at the Battle of Spotsylvania in 1864 (Civil War) said “They couldn't hit an 

elephant at this dist…” Bob Hope, before he died at the age of 100 was asked by his wife Dolores where 

he wanted to be buried. Hope said “surprise me.” Author Oscar Wilde’s last words were “Either that 

wallpaper goes, or I do.” 

In Acts 1:8 we have the last words of Jesus here on earth before His ascension back to heaven. The 

context of verse 8 includes verse 7 which is a precaution to His followers. It reads “And He said to them, 

it is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.” Literally don’t 

worry so much about when I am coming back. Then in verse 8 He describes His plan for them. The who 

of missions can be found in the word “you.” This was not a word simply to those gathered at His 

ascension but rather a verse to His followers of all ages.  

Verse 8 points to the people called but also points out the power provided. Jesus says “you shall receive 

power.” Power is the Greek word dunamis from which we get our word dynamite. When dynamite is 

activated or detonated it always rearranges that which it was in contact with. When the Holy Spirit 

comes to live inside of us, His power is detonated so that our priorities are rearranged. How we spend 

our time, how we spend our talents, the language we use, the friendships we have, and the resources we 

possess all change. If a person’s priorities are not changed, they would be wise to check the power 



source of their life.  

The Person behind the power is the “Holy Spirit. The plan is for believers to be “witnesses to Me 

(Jesus)”. As a witness we simply tell what we know to be true, what we have seen, and what we have 

heard. Our job is to testify but it is the Holy Spirit who pleads the case and calls for a verdict. The place 

to start is in “Jerusalem”, the place where the Lord has planted us. But we cannot cut Acts 1:8 off at the 

word Jerusalem. We must follow through all the way to “the ends of the earth.” 

I was gripped by a statement made by J. Oswald Smith, a pastor of yesteryear of a great church in 

Toronto. Smith said “No one has the right to hear the gospel twice, while there remains someone who 

has not heard it once.” It was Carl F. H. Henry who said “The gospel is only good news if it gets there in 

time.” 

Fourth – finally let us consider the how of missions  
In Acts 13 we read about the church at Antioch. That passage is a beautiful picture of how missions 

should work. Antioch was itself was a “mission point” for their mother church in Jerusalem. But they 

heard the Holy Spirit telling them to send some to the ends of the earth. The biblical model is for the 

local church to send out missionaries. The mark of a great church is not how many they ‘run’ (how 

many attend), but rather greatness is marked by how many they send.  

Let me share the three ways you can be involved in missions today. All are called to pray. The first and 

best thing the Antioch church did for Barnabas and Saul was to lay hands on them and pray. Not 

everyone can go but everyone can pray. The second thing you can do today is give. You can offer 

scholarships to some who feel called to go on a mission trip. You can give the special missions 

offerings. Your church can send your pastor or scholarship other pastors to go with you on a trip. There 

are many ways for us to give in regards to missions. All can pray, all can give, and third God is calling 

some to go. We pastors cannot ask our people to give their time and resources to go if we personally are 

not willing to go. If yours is a small church begin to look around for a larger church involved in 

missions and ask if some of your people can become part of their team.  

I have heard often, “I don’t feel called to go as a missionary or even take a mission trip.” William Booth, 

the founder of the Salvation Army answers this statement. Booth said, “‘Not called!’ did you say? ‘Not 

heard the call,’ I think you should say. Put your ear down to the Bible, and hear Him bid you go and pull 

sinners out of the fire of sin. Put your ear down to the burdened, agonized heart of humanity, and listen 

to its pitiful wail for help. Go stand by the gates of hell, and hear the damned entreat you to go to their 

father’s house and bid their brothers and sisters and servants and masters not to come there. Then look 

Christ in the face — whose mercy you have professed to obey — and tell Him whether you will join 

heart and soul and body and circumstances in the march to publish His mercy to the world.” 
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