
2015 Children’s Sermon 

Kentucky State Missions Emphasis 
And Eliza Broadus Offering 

Based on John 9 
 

Items needed: 

 Blindfold 

 Cane or hiking stick 

 Eliza Broadus Offering envelopes  

 Red paper hearts cut to fit inside an offering envelope. On each heart write the words “The Heart of the Story.” 

Insert a heart cut out into each Eliza Broadus Offering envelope. 

 

Gather the children and ask: Have you ever met a person who is blind?  How difficult would that be to get around town?  

What are the dangers?   

 

Ask someone to volunteer to be blindfolded.  After blindfolding, give the child the cane and ask him/her to walk a few 

feet and avoid running into anything.  Other children can give directions (such as be careful, stop, not that way, etc.). 

 

Remove the blindfold and ask the child how it felt to be asked to walk and not be able to see.  Explain that the Bible tells 

us that one day Jesus and his disciples met a blind man as they were traveling from village to village. The disciples asked 

Jesus whose sin had caused the man to be blind. Was it his parents’ sin? Was it the man’s sin? 

 

Jesus answered and told them that neither the man or his parents had sinned, but that the blindness had happened so that 

the work of God might be shown in the man’s life.  Then Jesus healed the man. 

 

If you had known this man, how would you have felt when he was healed?  (Ask for responses.) Most of us would have 

felt happy. But there were some religious leaders who were not happy. Jesus had healed the man on the Sabbath, their day 

of worship. They had many Sabbath rules that were supposed to help them focus on God, like not working on the Sabbath, 

and sometimes the rules became more important than people. 

 

The leaders began questioning the man about who healed him and told him that surely whoever healed him was a sinner 

because he had been healed on the Sabbath. The man really did not know who Jesus was at that point, but he answered 

with these words, “Whether or not he is a sinner, I don’t know, but one thing I do know: I was blind, and now I can see!” 

 

Later, Jesus met the man and explained who He was. The man believed in Jesus and worshipped Him. 

 

This month our church is focusing on missions in Kentucky. Our theme is “The Heart of the Story.”  In our Bible story 

today, the heart of the story is that the blind man received more than his sight. He met Jesus and believed in Him as God’s 

Son.  It was Jesus who changed his life and that is the heart of the story. 

 

Each year we receive the Eliza Broadus Offering to help people in Kentucky learn about Jesus. Our offering is named for 

Eliza Broadus because she wanted people in our state to know the heart of the story about Jesus. Our offering helps 

provide materials for children to learn about Jesus, helps to start new churches, helps people who speak other languages to 

hear about Jesus, helps college students learn about Jesus, and much more.  

 

I am going to give you an offering envelope with a heart inside. When you put your offering in the envelope, pray that 

many people in Kentucky will learn the heart of the story about Jesus. Take the heart out and put it somewhere in your 

room as a reminder to pray for people in Kentucky to learn about Jesus. 

 

Close in prayer for Kentucky missionaries and for the offering. 
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