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Kentucky Baptists observe the Season of Prayer for State Missions in September. The suggested date is 

September 13-20, 2015. In John 9, we read the account of how Jesus gave sight to a man who had been born 

blind.  After he had received his sight, the man declared, “One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 

see.” (John 9:25b, ESV)  The Season of Prayer theme is grounded in these simple, yet profound, words which 

remind us that Jesus’ power to change lives is The Heart of the Story.  

Every day, we hear of another natural disaster affecting the lives of thousands.  Sometimes it is far away.  

Sometimes it is near.  Oftentimes we wonder about the people involved and how difficult it will be for them to 

recover from significant personal and material losses.  We may also wonder about who will help them and if we 

can lend a hand.   

Kentucky Baptist Disaster Relief is an organization committed to helping people recover from disasters.  That 

help comes in many different forms from food and supplies to cleanup services and childcare.  Kentucky DR 

volunteers, however, don’t stop with meeting physical needs.  They know that many of these people who have 

lost homes, businesses, and loved ones are spiritually lost as well.  So as they cook, wash, shovel, and repair, 

they look for key moments when they can share the Good News of Jesus with a suffering individual. 

This study will focus on the ministries of Kentucky Baptist Disaster Relief and how DR volunteers are sharing 

the Gospel with a hurting world.  

More information about Kentucky Disaster Relief can be 

found in this study and in the Master Article which is 

included with the other state missions material. 

 

Teaching Optioons 
This study can be used instead of one of the sessions in the 

GA, RA, Children in Action, or other children’s ministry 

lesson plans in September. You may also choose to set 

aside a special time for this study during the Season of 

Prayer.  Please make additional copies of this material as 

needed. 

 

Session Outcomes 
Through this study children will: 

 Learn about the different types of disaster relief 

ministries. 

 Discover what the “Heart of the Story” is in Disaster 

Relief Ministry. 

 Be challenged to do a missions project that will help a local DR ministry. 

 Be led to pray for Disaster Relief leaders and volunteers. 

 Be led to pray for the people who have been affected by disasters. 

2015 State Missions Emphasis Highlights 
Suggested Date:  September 13-20, 2015 

Suggested Scripture:  John 9:25b  
“One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now 
I see” (John 9:25b ESV). 

Master Article (print from DVD) – information 
about eight ministries in Kentucky. 

Video Options (Use one each Sunday in 
September and/or for mission study): 

 TellYourStory.Today 

 Language Missions through Church Planting  

 Creative Ministries Festival 2.0 

 First Priority Student Ministry 

 Disaster Relief Overview 

 Disaster Relief: A Response of Hope 

 Disaster Relief: An Opportunity to Serve 

 Operation Inasmuch Kentucky 

All 2015 state missions materials and videos 

are also available online: www.kywmu.org/ebo 



 

Teacher Preparation 

1. Story time 

a. Watch the three videos about Kentucky Baptist Disaster Relief at kybaptist.org/homepage/missions-

mobilization/disaster-relief/.  They are also included on 2015 State Missions DVD. 

b. Be prepared to show one or more of these during the lesson. 

i. If your church has internet, show video(s) using a laptop. Direct links to the videos: 

https://vimeo.com/65166890 - Disaster Relief Overview: Responding with Hope 

https://vimeo.com/65166888 - Disaster Relief: A Response of Hope 

https://vimeo.com/65166889 - Disaster Relief: An Opportunity to Serve 

 

ii. If your church does not have internet, download the video(s) to a laptop or obtain a copy of the 

DVD and show them using one of these alternate methods. 

c. If you do not have the technology to show the video(s), share some of the information you learned while 

watching them. 

2. Matching Game 

a. Print Teaching Pictures 1-7. 

b. Be prepared to show these while you are sharing about the different disaster relief unit trailers. 

c. Have a bulletin board and push pins or a blank wall and tape ready to attach the pictures to when you 

finish showing them. 

d. Print Disaster Relief Equipment Page 1 and 2. 

e. Cut apart the pictures along the dotted lines. 

f. Be prepared to show these as you ask the children which trailer the equipment would go in. 

3. The Heart of the Story 

a. Review the story about Doris in the teaching materials below and be prepared to share the information. 

4. Memory Verse Relay 

a. Print four sheets of the yellow hat page on yellow paper. 

b. If you do not have yellow paper, color the hats yellow. 

c. Cut the hats out.  You will need 14 of the 16 hats. 

d. Write the words of the memory verse on the yellow hats, one word per hat.  Don’t forget the scripture 

reference. 

e. Repeat the process with the blue vest page using blue paper or coloring the vests blue. 

f. You now have two sets of the memory verse for the relay. 

5. Snack Time 

a. Gather supplies for M&M cookies. 

b. Use the following recipe to make the cookies during class 

time.  Cookies can be made before.  Simply adjust how you 

talk about the M&M’s during the lesson. 

i. Preheat oven to 350 degrees 

ii. In a large bowl, mix the brown sugar, white sugar, 

shortening, eggs, and vanilla with an electric mixer on low 

speed until well mixed. 

iii. Add the 2 ½ cups flour, baking soda, and salt.  Mix until 

just combined. 

iv. Add the extra tablespoons of flour until the dough feels 

thick and almost dry to the touch. 

v. Stir the M&M’s into the dough.  Save some of the M&M’s to put on top of the cookies. 

vi. Roll into balls and flatten slightly with your palm or the back of a wooden spoon.  Press extra 

M&M’s into the tops. 

M&M Cookies Ingredients 

1 cup packed brown sugar 

½ cup white sugar 

1 cup shortening 

2 eggs 

2 teaspoons vanilla 

2 ½ cups flour (+2-3 tablespoons) 

1 teaspoon baking soda 

1 teaspoon salt 

1 ½ cups M&M’s 

 

https://vimeo.com/65166890
https://vimeo.com/65166888
https://vimeo.com/65166889


vii. Bake for 8-10 minutes.  Remove from cookie sheet immediately and place on cooling rack.  Let 

stand for 5-10 minutes. 

c. Feel free to substitute your favorite M&M cookie recipe for this one. 

6. Review the disaster relief prayer requests in the teaching materials below and be prepared to lead the 

children in prayer. 

7. Mission Project suggestion 

a. Check with your local Baptist association to see if they have a Disaster Relief ministry and/or trailer. 

b. Ask if there are any supplies that your class can collect to help with the ministry. 

c. If your local association does not have a DR ministry, contact Coy Webb at the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention (502-245-4101) and ask if there is a Disaster Relief ministry team near your city that you 

can help. 

d. In conversation with the local DR leader, determine if you can plan a field trip with your group to 

deliver the supplies you will collect. 

e. Prepare a take home information sheet for parents.  Include a permission form if necessary. 

f. Alternate suggestion – make EBO collection banks with the children.   

 

Leading the Session 
Opening 
If you are substituting this lesson plan for one of the sessions from your GA, RA, or Children in Action leader 

guide be sure to begin your time with the children just like you would begin a regular session. Say your group’s 

respective pledges, mottos, and memory verses, as well as an opening prayer. 

 

Inform the children that this session is unique because it is a part of the Season of Prayer for State Missions and 

the Eliza Broadus Offering.  For more basic information about the Season of Prayer and EBO, please refer to 

the church-wide promotion guide in the state mission materials. 

Tell the children that during the lesson, they will learn about Kentucky Baptist Disaster Relief and how Disaster 

Relief volunteers help people recover from disasters by meeting real needs and by telling them the Good News 

of Jesus. 

 

Story Time 

Ask the children to name some different types of natural disasters.  Make sure the conversation includes events 

like floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, fires, droughts, and other disasters that impact the lives of 

people around the world. 

 

Say: When a natural disaster strikes, adults and children living in that area will often lose access to important 

personal and public resources.  Can you think of some resources that families need that might not be available 

after a natural disaster?  (As the children answer, help them think about things like homes, food, clothes, clean 

water, electrical power, the ability to wash clothes, the ability to cook food, transportation, a safe place for 

children while parents meet with insurance and/or rescue authorities, etc…) 

 

Say: People affected by natural disasters need assistance from caring people who will help them recover from 

these disasters.  Kentucky Baptist Disaster Relief volunteers are people who respond to all kinds of disasters, 

bringing timely help as well as the Good News of Jesus. 

 

Here is a list of some of the ways DR volunteers help people impacted by natural disasters: 

 Cook hot meals and partner with the Red Cross to distribute those meals 

 Cut up and remove trees that have been blown over in people’s yards and on their homes 

 Shovel out mud, remove water-damaged flooring, and tear out and replace moldy drywall from homes 

that have been flooded 

 Put protective tarps on roofs that are storm-damaged and leaking 



 Wash clothes for families who have lost power in their homes or whose homes have been destroyed 

 Provide care for the children of parents who need to meet with insurance or rescue authorities 

 Provide a place where people can come and take a shower 

 

Share this information with the boys and girls and help them see all the different ways that DR volunteers can 

help people when they are affected by a natural disaster. 

 

If possible, show one or more of the three videos highlighting the work of Kentucky Baptist Disaster Relief (see 

Teacher Preparation, item 1). Or if you are not able to show the videos but watched them as you prepared for 

this study, share the information from the videos with the children at this time. 

 

Matching Game 

Say: It takes a lot of different kinds of equipment to help people after a disaster.  The type of equipment needed 

depends on the disaster and the resulting damage.  After tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, or fires, people need 

help cleaning water, mud, and sometimes ash out of their homes.  They also need help cleaning out damaged 

flooring, drywall and furniture.  Outside their homes they most likely need help clearing away damaged trees 

and other debris.  In situations like these, DR team bring shovels, brooms, power washers, wheel barrows, 

chainsaws, ropes, goggles and other safety equipment.  They typically carry this equipment in trailers. [Show 

Picture 1]  A chainsaw trailer usually carries equipment needed for outside cleanup.  [Show picture 2] A flood 

recovery trailer will carry equipment needed for inside cleanup.  A combo trailer will have both. [Show picture 

3]  There are also tarp trailers that bring blue tarps and other supplies that volunteers can put on damaged 

roofs so they won’t leak until they can be properly repaired. 

 

When people lose their homes, or when they live in an area that has lost electricity and water services, there are 

other trailers and DR teams that come on the scene. [Show picture 4]  Mass feeding kitchen units house cooking 

equipment that will allow the volunteers to feed large numbers of people.  These units work with the Red Cross 

who distribute the hot meals in large red insulated containers.  

 

[Show picture 5] Shower trailers are outfitted with shower stalls, water hookups, water heaters, towels, and 

other supplies so that people can take a nice hot shower and get cleaned up.  [Show picture 6] Laundry trailers 

have water hookups, water heaters, clothes washers, dryers, laundry detergent, and supplies needed for doing 

laundry.  People without water and electricity can bring their dirty clothes here and volunteers will wash, dry, 

and fold the clothes for them while they take care of other business. 

 

[Show picture 7] There is also a childcare trailer full of toys, games, activities, and other fun stuff that 

volunteers can use to set up a temporary childcare service in an available space in an open school, church, or 

other public building.  When parents need to talk with rescue officials, meet with insurance representatives, or 

go to the disaster site to recover personal belongings, they can bring their children to volunteers who will care 

for them while they are busy with these tasks. 

 

All of these different trailers, and the equipment they carry, enable volunteers to minister compassionately and 

practically to disaster victims. 

 

Hang the pictures of the disaster relief unit trailers on a bulletin board or wall.  Then take the flash cards 

picturing the different pieces of equipment and show them to the children, asking them to match the equipment 

with the trailer that it would go in.  Some of the equipment could go in more than one trailer. 

 

The Heart of the Story 

Say: Disaster Relief volunteers bring much needed help to individuals and families who are recovering from a 

disaster.  But there is more to the story than just the physical help they bring.  The heart of the story can be 

found in the lives of individuals like Doris (name changed). 



 

A wildfire destroyed Doris’ home that had been in her family for over 100 years.  A Kentucky Baptist Disaster 

Relief team came to help her during this difficult time.  In spite of her initial bitterness and defensiveness, God 

used the compassion of the volunteers to bring down the barriers that Doris had put up between her and God.  

 

By the morning of the third day, Doris had put her faith in Christ.  She attended church the next Sunday for the 

first time in her life.  The Kentucky DR team also gave her a Bible.  It was the first one she had ever owned. 

 

Say: In the Book of John, chapter 9, we find the account of how Jesus gave sight to a man who was born blind.  

After he was healed, the man was questioned by some Jewish authorities.  They wanted to know who had healed 

him and how.  The man who had been blind didn’t know the answer to these questions, but this is how he 

answered, “One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” (John 9:25b, ESV) 

 

This was the heart of his story – that his life had been changed by his encounter with Jesus. 

 

This is the heart of the story for Doris, and the 56 other individuals who gave their hearts to Jesus in 2014 

through the testimony of Disaster Relief volunteers.  All they had was taken from them by a disaster, but 

because they met Jesus through the compassionate lives of DR volunteers, their lives have been changed 

forever. 

  

Memory Verse Relay 

Divide the children into two teams.  Say: DR volunteers wear yellow hats and shirts to identify themselves as 

people who are there to help.  Disaster Relief chaplains are special volunteers who are trained to help disaster 

victims with emotional issues and spiritual questions.  DR chaplains were a blue vest in addition to their yellow 

hat.  Taped to the wall (board) are yellow hat cut-outs for one team and blue vest cutouts for the other team.  

On the cutouts are the words from our memory verse, John 9:25b.  They are all jumbled up and need to be put 

in order. 

 

Say the memory verse for them and then have them repeat it with you.  Then have the two teams compete in a 

relay race to see which team can put the verse in the correct order.  On their turn, each team member will race 

down and get one of the cut-outs with a word on it and bring it back.  Together, the team will assemble the 

memory verse.  First team to put the verse in the correct order wins. 

 

Repeat the race with the same teams, or mix the teams up before repeating. 

 

If you only have enough children for one team, time each attempt to see if the team can beat their previous 

record.  

 

Snack Time 

Tell the children that they are going to help make their own snack.  Show them the ingredients for the M&M 

cookies.  Have the children help you mix the ingredients according to the instructions found in the Teacher 

Preparation section.  Stop before you mix the M&M’s into the dough. 

 

Say: Before we mix in the M&M’s, I want us to think about how they can remind us about the work of Kentucky 

Baptist Disaster Relief.  There are five different colors of M&M’s.  Each color can help us think about the 

things we have learned today. 

 Yellow – Yellow reminds us that Disaster Relief volunteers and leaders wear yellow hats and shirts 

when they go out to help people. 

 Brown – Brown reminds us of the different trailers and equipment that are used in DR ministry. 

 Blue – Blue reminds us that DR chaplains wear blue vest to identify themselves. 
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 Green – Green helps us remember that DR volunteers complete training so that they are ready to go 

when a disaster strikes. 

 Red – Red reminds us of the gifts that people give to the Eliza Broadus Offering and directly to Disaster 

Relief teams to buy supplies, repair and purchase equipment, and fund these important ministries. 

 The Dough – The dough reminds us of God’s power to combine all of these things into a marvelous 

ministry that helps hurting people hear about and believe in Jesus. 

 

Finish preparing the cookie dough, placing the balls of dough on cookie sheets.  After putting the cookies in the 

oven to bake, lead the children in the prayer time below. 

 

Prayer Time 
Say: There are many ways that we can help the Disaster Relief teams.  The first way is by giving to the Eliza 

Broadus Offering for State Missions.  Money from EBO helps Disaster Relief teams purchase equipment and 

supplies, maintain aging and broken equipment, and provide training for DR team leaders and volunteers.  Coy 

Webb, Disaster Relief Director for the Kentucky Baptist Convention reminds people, “The Eliza Broadus 

Offering provides funds for ministry in times of disaster that enable us to minister with compassion in times of 

crisis as we seek to supply basic needs and a positive witness for Jesus Christ.” 

 

In addition to giving to the Eliza Broadus Offering, we can also help by praying. 

 

Lead the children in praying for the following prayer requests: 

1. Pray for Coy Webb and other Disaster Relief leaders. 

2. Pray for the training of DR volunteers. 

3. Pray for open doors for the Gospel when responding to disasters. 

4. Pray for the protection of volunteers as well as the equipment they use.  Pray that God will extend the 

useful life of all DR equipment. 

 

After praying, hand out the finished cookies and tell them about your chosen mission project. 

 

Mission Project 

If you have decided to do the suggested mission project, share with the children what you have learned about 

your local association’s Disaster Relief team and what you are going to collect to help them.  Be sure to tell the 

children the date that they need to have the items back by.  If you will be taking a field trip with the children to 

deliver the collected items, inform the children of this date as well.  Hand out take home sheets with this 

information as well as permission slips for the field trip. 

 

If you are doing an alternate mission project, give this information to the class now. 

 

Close the class in prayer.  

About the lesson writer: Jon Auten is the Kentucky WMU Missions Consultant for Royal Ambassadors/Challengers 


