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BOLD HOPE 
2 Corinthians 3:12 

 
The world in which we live is in desperate need of hope.  All around us are people wanting to believe things can 

be better but who are seeking to find hope in all the wrong places.  Real hope and change will never come from 

politicians or pills, neither from innovations nor injections—real hope can only be found in the person and work 

of Jesus Christ.  It is for that reason that our hope as believers must be a bold one; one that should motivate us to 

give and share and mobilize us to go and serve.  As we enter into our 2012 State Missions Emphasis as Kentucky 

Baptists, we need to hear afresh this encouraging word from the Apostle Paul, who reminds us: “Therefore, since 

we have such a hope, we are very bold” (NIV 1984 for all Scripture quotations).  In the full context of this 

passage, a more complete picture emerges that helps us understand why Paul could write such words of 

conviction.  We have a bold hope because of . . .  

 

I.  ITS SOURCE. 

Paul opens the third chapter of 2 Corinthians with a reminder that those believers were both “our letter” 

(referencing Paul and Timothy) and “Christ’s letter,” and thus no written “letter of recommendation” was needed 

to establish credibility for Paul’s apostolic authority or ministerial competence.  The salvation testimonies of their 

lives being changed by God’s Spirit giving them “hearts of flesh” was enough!  Why?  As Paul writes in verse 5, 

“. . . our competence comes from God.”  Paul knew that the source of his hope was none other than the triune God 

Himself: Father, Son, and Spirit.  It was this God who had powerfully called Paul to salvation (Acts 9).  It was 

this God who had personally commissioned him as the Apostle to the Gentiles.  It was this God who had sustained 

him through shipwreck and suffering.  Paul knew God’s character and compassion, and therefore there was no 

challenge too great, no obstacle too difficult, and no situation too impossible (cf. Matthew 19:26).  With a firm 

conviction as to the source of hope, Paul had no reason not to be bold in fulfilling the mission God had chosen for 

him.  Furthermore, since Paul knew that God was the source of hope, he could be confident concerning . . . 

 

II. ITS STRENGTH. 

Paul contrasts the Old Covenant of law and letter with the New Covenant of the Spirit.  While the former “kills,” 

the latter “gives life” (verse 6).  This life-giving work of the Spirit of God is also known as “regeneration”—the 

bringing forth of new life from that which was spiritually dead.  No greater power in the world is there than this!  

As Paul writes elsewhere, the same power that raised Jesus from the dead is the power that works in us to bring us 

from spiritual death to spiritual life (cf. Romans 8; 1 Corinthians 15; Ephesians 1-2).  He really believed that the 

Gospel “is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16).  Never do we read of 

any hesitation or reservation on Paul’s part concerning the veracity of the faith.  Moreover, we read Paul’s clear 

contrasting of human weakness and divine strength in his first letter to the Corinthian believers, as he wrote: 

 

 And so it was with me, brothers and sisters.  When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence 

or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God.  For I resolved to know nothing 

while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.  I came to you in weakness with great fear 

and trembling.  My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a 

demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s 

power (1 Corinthians 2:1-5). 
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For Paul, the power of the Gospel is vividly displayed in human weakness, thereby allowing God to be properly 

credited as the One who changes lives.  Paul had no doubts about the strength of hope, which is why he was 

ultimately committed to . . . 

 

III. ITS SHARING. 

Paul continues his contrasting of old and new by referencing Moses receiving the Ten Commandments and 

veiling his face when he returned to the Israelites.  While that glory faded away, the New Covenant ministry 

inaugurated by Christ and internalized by God’s Spirit will never recede.  Knowing therefore the shortness of life 

and the sureness of eternity, Paul reiterates his priority on sharing the message of hope in the opening verses of 

chapter 4.  His conviction is for him and his team to live lives characterized by both orthodoxy (right thinking) 

and orthopraxy (right doing).  Paul was passionate to both preach and live the Gospel, all the while calling people 

to respond to God’s message!  Though Satan has “blinded the minds of unbelievers,” God has made “his light 

shine in our hearts,” and therefore these “jars of clay” are vessels through which a bold hope may be displayed 

and demonstrated.   

 

Some years ago, Greg Nelson and Phil McHugh wrote and Steve Green recorded a song that has become quite 

familiar to many of us.  The words of “People Need the Lord” powerfully summarize the plight of our world and 

the promise of hope found in our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Every day they pass me by 

I can see it in their eyes 

Empty people filled with care 

Headed who knows where 

On they go through private pain 

Living fear to fear 

Laughter hides their silent cries 

Only Jesus hears. 

Chorus: 

People need the Lord, people need the Lord 

At the end of broken dreams, He’s the open door 

People need the Lord, people need the Lord 

When will we realize, people need the Lord. 

We are called to take His light 

To a world where wrong seems right 

What could be too great a cost for 

Sharing life with one who’s lost 

Through His love our hearts can feel 

All the grief they bear 

They must hear the words of life 

Only we can share. 

Kentucky Baptists, do we see the hopelessness that surrounds us?  Do our eyes weep and hearts break over the 

fact that there are Kentuckians who will die today and immediately step into a Christ-less eternity?  Do our lives 

testify as to the reality of the Gospel, both in word and in deed?  Are we ready to do more for Christ to reach our 

Commonwealth and beyond? 

 

During this 2012 State Missions Emphasis, may we as Kentucky Baptists resolve afresh and anew to boldly 

preach and proclaim a hope-filled Gospel.  There’s hope in Jesus Christ!  Do you know the source of this hope?  

Are you walking in its strength?  What are you personally doing so that others—starting right here in our “old 

Kentucky home” and ultimately going to every nation and people group—to share this hope, so that others will 

hear and find?  Let us give—sacrificially through the Cooperative Program and to the Eliza Broadus State 

Missions Offering—and go, boldly declaring with our words and demonstrating with our lives that yes, there is 

hope to be found here. 

 


